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The Well-Informed 
By Don Moon 
E KNOWS the answers that so many 
seek 


To problems that confront them day 
by day; 

He has a word of courage for the weak, 

Is guide to those who, groping, lose 
the way. 


He has not gained his wisdom from the 
street, 
Although he keeps abreast of what is 
new, 
Sifting the chaff to find the little wheat; 
For, holding fast to what he knows is 
true 


He finds the calm from tension that men 
need, 
Not from the busy spots where many 
look, 
But pausing quietly awhile to read 
The well-thumbed pages of God’s holy 
Book. 
ve 


Sweetness Out of the Strong 


Trials met in the strength of God 
can yield much precious fruit. With 
supernatural strength, given him by the 
Spirit, Samson killed a lion and later 
took honey out of the carcass. His 
riddle, not guessed in three days, was, 
“Out of the eater came forth meat, and 
out of the strong came forth sweetness” 
(Judges 14:14). Out of Samuel Ruther- 
ford’s enforced retirement in Aberdeen 


came many of his wonderful letters. 
James Stephen in his edition of the Let- 
ters (Pickering & Inglis, undated like 
many English books, and out of print) 
says “that because of nonconformity to 
the acts of Episcopacy, and his writings 
against the Arminians, Rutherford was 
summoned before the High Commission 
Court , . , deprived of his ministry, and 
confined within the town of Aberdeen, 
which he often speaks of as his prison, 
or more frequently as ‘a palace and 
Christ’s banqueting house.’ Here, re- 
moved from his acquaintances, lovers, 
and friends, at a ‘borrowed fireside,’ 
enduring ‘dumb Sabbaths,’ he remained 
two years.” In his loneliness, away from 
his home and beloved church in Anwoth, 
he sent forth words of comfort for be- 
lievers in his day, and even in ours 
three hundred years later. From two 
different letters these are taken: “Oh, 
how sweet are the sufferings of Christ 
for Christ! God forgive them that raise 
an ill report upon the sweet cross of 
Christ. It is but our weak and dim eyes, 
and our looking only to the black side, 
that makes us mistake. Those who can 
take that crabbed tree handsomely upon 
their back, and fasten it on cannily, shall 
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a burden as wings unto a 


wx sails to a ship... . At my first 
hither I took offence at Christ 


He had cast me over the 
vineyard like a dry tree 


But it was His mercy; I see that the fire 
did not burn the dry tree; and now, as 
Jesus had done that fault, 
(who belied my Lord), He 
hath made the first mends, and He spake 
> word ag 
again and quickened my soul with His 


ainst me, but hath come 


I never knew, by my 


nine years’ preaching, so much of Christ's 
has taught me in Aberdeen 
’ months’ impriscnment, . , , He 
hath made me to know now better than 


it is to be crucified to the 
I would not exchange my 


sighs with the laughing of adversaries 

us have Samuel Rutherford’s in- 
gifts. but we have the same 
Lord and the same Book that made him 
- of strength. We need more 
passionate love for the Lord, his 


heart, his ruthless rejec- 


tion of worldly pleasures and favors, and 
persistence in pressing on “toward 
* the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil, 3:14), 


A Christian Social Settlement 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


AY HAGSTROM was on the high- 

way to promotion and a career in 

the steel industry when along 
came Billy Sunday. Ray made the great 
surrender. He was then twenty-two 
years of age. 

He became active in Christian work. 
Two years later he felt called to engage 
wholly in Christian testimony. Of this 
he writes: 

“IT was twenty-four years of age and 
had never been even to high school. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me: thy mercy, 
O Lord, endureth for ever: for- 
sake not the works of thine own 
hands” (Psa. 138:8). 























unregenerate days, I was a 
; and carefree spender, and when 
converted had saved practically nothing. 
Immediately after Christ took possession 


began to tithe and to save 


to his pastor, a loving and 
man, for advice. He was 
rod needed Christian men in 
business also, and was urged 
not to leave the mills. Ray was not con- 
the fall of 1911 he enrolled 


in the preparatory depart- 


Ohio college. Eight years 
prospect, four preparatory and 
* collegiate. After an absence of ten 
2ars from the schoolroom, starting from 
the bottom with first-year Latin, algebra, 
geometry, meant an _ intellectual 
“No wonder my pastor was 








the glory of God let me 


deep conviction that, had it 








750 (2) 


not been for His special help day by 
day, I could never have succceded. 

“IT lived on the third flocr and used 
a near-by room as a prayer room, There 
on my knees, before Him who doeth all 
things well, I poured out my needs and 
talked with Him about my hopes and 
fears. And, as the loving Father that He 
is, He encouraged and comforted me and 
enabled me to meet each day’s needs. 
He provided work in the college com- 
mons and in conducting a _ laundry 
agency for students. Later He opened 
the way for some student preaching in 
a small country church. 

“How well I know our Heavenly 
Father’s ability and willingness to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think! Witness the fact that He 
enabled me to graduate at the end of 
six years, thus shortening the regular 
course by two years.” 

When in college, Ray was led to or- 
ganize prayer groups among both men 
and women. Between forty and fifty 
young people met in various dormitories 
each Sunday afternoon. Once a month 
there was a joint meeting, when all 
came together for prayer and praise. 
The spiritual effect on the school was 
evident. “It was my earnest desire,” 
continues Mr, Hagstrom, “to be in the 
center of God’s will, and for years defi- 
nite guidance had been sought.” About 
a month before graduation, Ray was 
called to two fine churches. At the same 
time he was invited to take charge of 
a small slum settlement in a_ vicious, 
sordid part of Youngstown, Ohio. The 
place did not look inviting. However, 
on the night when he first visited Christ 
Mission Settlement, he heard what he 
firmly believes was the voice of the Holy 
Spirit, saying: “This is the place! This 
is the way: walk ye in it!” After that 
it was not difficult to go to the Western 
Union office and send two telegrams, one 
to each church, telling of his decision. 
He is now in his thirty-second year with 
the Settlement. “Never have I doubted 
for one moment that an all-wise and 
loving God led me into this work.” 

Christ Mission Settlement was both 
Gospel mission and social settlement, 
an unusual combination since most social 
settlements dissociate themselves from 
the Gospel and are often fearful lest 
teaching the Gospel may alienate the 
population about them. It was located 
at 23 Doud’s Alley and ministered to 
some thirty nationalities of all ages. 
There were Gospel services and Sunday 
school, free night school for the foreign- 
born, day nursery, kindergarten, and the 
like. In the night school the enrollment 
went up to 700 men, and instruction and 
textbooks were given without charge. 

Shortly after his conversion, Mr, Hag- 
strom had found a copy of George Miil- 
ler’s memoirs which led him into an even 
more convinced prayer life. With two 
young Italians, who had been converted 
at the Settlement, he organized a weekly 
prayer group to study Scripture and to 
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pray for both personal spiritual growth 
and for the needs of the mission. In the 
course of the following thirty years, not 
a single weekly meeting has _ been 
missed. “At the outset we determined to 
be very specific in our petitions so that 
we would know, beyond a peradventure, 
when God answered. First, we medi- 
tate on some Scripture; then we discuss 
the matters for prayer; after which in 
simple faith, on our knees, we talk to 
our Heavenly Father.” 

The mission work expanded and the 
need of a new building became pressing. 
They started to pray for cne on the basis 
of the promise George Miiller claimed, 
when he began his work for orphans, 
namely, “Open thy mouth wide, and I 
will fill it” (Psa. 81:10). Their prayer 
was for $100,000. After three years of 
earnest prayer, blueprints and plans for 
a new building were ready. Meanwhile 
they had opened a new department 
which provided employment for crippled, 
blind, and otherwise handicapped men 
and women. This entailed alterations in 
their plans and awakened widespread 
interest. They received $200,000, double 
the amount asked of the Lord. In March, 
1928, they dedicated a magnificent build- 
ing. 

But in November, 1929, came the well- 
remembered financial panic, and many 
of the pledges could not be paid. Again 
they took the matter to God on the 
strength of the words, “Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6). Sufficient funds were forth- 
coming to enable them to burn the note 
which the bank held. 

These workshops for the handicapped 
reconditioned cast-off clothing, shoes, 
hardware, furniture, and other house- 
hold effects. This was sold in the retail 
store of the mission and the resulting 
income paid to the workers. There was 
a daily chapel service for them, and 
souls were saved and fortified. 

This enterprise is now operating in 
twenty small towns and villages contig- 
uous to Youngstown, as many as 30,000 
collecting bags being out in as many 
homes. “Since we work with broken 
humanity, handle a broken commodity, 
and sell largely to a broken public, it 
would seem that the law of economics 
would operate entirely against us. But 
God runs our business as He runs the 
huge Le Tourneau enterprises.” 

The growth of this reclamation service 
was so rapid that it was soon imperative 
to have two stories added to the build- 
ing. Prayer for this was begun at the 
height of the depression, when every- 
where retrenchment was the order of the 
day. Several months after the Wall 
Street crash, a gentleman came to the 
office and asked what the cost of the 
enlargement would be. 

“Approximately $22,000,” was the reply, 

“Go ahead and build it, and I will pay 
for it,” was his rejoinder. So in the 


September 1, 195] 


spring of 1930, “we had a modern indus- 
trial building of fireproof construction, 
with four stories and basement for our 
large family of handicapped workers, at 
a paid cost of $23,500.” 

Included in this charity is the Christ 
Mission Broom Shop for the Blind 
which, in the first year, manufactured 
16,671 brooms. The gross receipts were 
$9,418 and total expenditure $9,039. This 


(Continued on page 753) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Can a Layman Lead a 
Communion Service? 


I have been a SUNDAY ScHOoL TIMEs 
club leacer for over thirty years and 
a constant rea_er of the T1MEs for that 
period. Your “Notes on Cpen Letters” 
have been especially helpful, 

Now I have a question, regarding 
the administering of holy Communion 
by a Christian layman, 

1. Is such practice forbidden in the 
Scriptures? 

2. Is such practice sanctioned in the 
Scriptures? 

3. Are the Scriptures silent or non- 
committal?—A Pennsylvania reader. 
The principal Scripture passages re- 

lating to the Lord’s Supper are as fol- 


lows: Matthew 26:26-30: Mark 14: 22-26: 
Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-34. 


These comprise the Gospel accounts of 
the institution of the Supper by the Lord 
Jesus Himself, and the specia) instruc- 
tions which the Apostle Paul received 
directly from the Lord. Nothing is said 
in any of these passages to show that 
a layman may not preside, nor is it ex- 
plicitly stated that he may do so. Com- 
munion and baptism are the two sacra- 
ments practiced by evangelical Protes- 
tant churches, and in most churches it 
is agreed that ordained ministers should 
lead baptismal, marriage, Communion, 
and funeral services. But this rests on 
tradition and custom—which are not by 
any means always wrong—rather than 
on explicit Scripture passages. 

It may be inferred, since the Com- 
munion was begun by the Lord Jesus 
Himself and later more fully explained 
by the Apostle Paul, who was directly 
ordained of God, that the service should 
always be in the hands of an ordained 
minister. But that raises the question 
as to what constitutes an ordained min- 
ister—which is another and large sub- 
ject. It is thought by some that the 
Lord’s Supper may be included in the 
several parts of the service which are 
mentioned in this verse: “How is it 
then, brethren? when ye come together, 
every one of you hath a psalm, hath a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revela- 
tion, hath an interpretation. Let all 
things be done unto edifying” (1 Cor. 
14:26). Many see in 1 Corinthians 14: 
23-40, as Dr. C. I. Scofield put it, “the 
order of the ministry of gift in the local 


(Continued on page 752) 
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Ancient and Modern Leprosy 


Light on it from the Bible, secular history, and 


present-day scientific and medical observations. 


been a stigma 

attached to and to those 

who are afflicted with it. The very 
real and deep hurt it gives to patients 
in this country, with the terrible effects 
upon the family, caused the change in 
the name to “Hansen’s The 
patients are called “Hansenites.” A Dr. 
Hansen isolated the bacillus in Norway 
about 1872. Knowing these people as I 
do, and knowing their stories of sorrow, 
and humiliation, I do not 
Personally, I do not believe 


HERE has 


always 
leprosy 


Disease.” 


separation, 
blame them. 
changing the name will solve the prob- 
lem, though I am heartily in accord with 
the efforts to do away with the common 
and disparaging 
word.” 

Professor Robert Gordis of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, quoted in the New 
York Times (April 6, 1951), may be right 
in saying that there is no reference in 
the Bible to lepresy form of sin. 
It has been seen by so many as a 
of sin. The International Standard Bible 
Encyclopaedia in its article on leprosy 
states: “The homiletic 
a type of sin is not Biblical. The only 
Scriptural which might ap- 
proach this is Psalm 51:7, but this refers 
to Numbers 19:18 rather than to the 
cleansing of the leper. The Fathers re- 
garded leprosy as typical of heresy rather 
than of moral offences.’ 


uses of the “odious 


is a 
type 
use of leprosy as 


reference 


Not a Punishment for Personal Sins 
hear a 
saying 


Whenever our patients radio 
sermon or read an article that 
leprosy is a type of sin they feel hurt 


—some become very angry. They feel 
the implication that leprosy has been 
given them as a punishment for sins 
they themselves have committed. They 
may not be justified in such feeling, 
but they do have it. There are well- 


e Bible where the 
a punishment for 
Christ said 


known instances in t! 
affliction was given as 
sin, but it is not said of all 
in Luke 4:27, “And many lepers were 
in Israel in the time of Eliseus the 
prophet; and none of them was cleansed, 
saving Naaman the Syrian” (who was 
a Gentile not subject to the Law of 
Moses). No comment made as to 
the reason why many had leprosy. The 


was 


‘fact is that if Israel had been obedient to 


God there would have been no leprosy 
(Exod. 15: 26). 

Some very fine Christian people are 
here among our patients. We have had 
children as young as four years of age. 
Just the other day a fine little boy of 
eight years came in asa patient. We know 
of some in other places of a year or 
less. They are not being punished for 


personally committed sins. 


After receiving an inquiry from a 
reader concerning Hansen’s disease 
and leprosy, the Editor wrote for 
further information to Dr. Eugene R. 
Kellersberger, general secretary of 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10. He 
forwarded the inquiry to Dr. Clifton 
E. Rash, Protestant chaplain at the 
Government Leprosarium, the United 
States Marine Hospital, in Carville, 
La. He replied very fully, and this 
article comprises extracts from his 
letter. Dr. Kellersberger has also 
written a monograph entitled “The 
Social Stigma of Leprosy,” first pub- 
lished in the Annals of the New York 
Academy of Sciences, March, 1951, 
and now issued in pamphlet form, 








Many effects and conditions of leprosy 
are similar to effects and 
sin. These comparisons can be made. 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan is quoted in 
“Pelcubet’s Notes” on the Sunday school 
lesson for Sunday, July 1, 1951. It is a 
very fine presentation, moving and true 
Yet, it cannot be 
here, so deep are 
the wounds to their spirits. A small 
quotation will present our limitation. 
“In the Greek New Testament the word 
made use of is not merely cleansed, but 
CLEANSED OUT. That is quite scien- 
tific. What became of it who can tell?” 
When Jesus did a work it was complete. 


respects. 
people 


in so many 
given to my 


He cleansed, healed, and made whole! 
When I look at my people who are 
maimed, who have sores, who are in- 


fected, these terms take on deep mean- 
ing. The that science gives 
produce great benefits, for which 
thankful; but the affliction 
completely, and this is 
Doctors are still search- 


medicines 
now 
we are very 
is not put Out 
a scientific fact. 
ing for a cure. 

Leprosy is in some respects like tuber- 
culosis. It is in some cases self-eliminat- 
ing. This is provided for in the Law 
of Moses. Sacrifices were given and 
rites performed after the person had re- 
covered. Sin is not self-eliminating. It 
requires the blood of 
the price of our redemption and God's 


precious Jesus, 


forgiveness, to be healed and cleansed 
of sin. 

Certain writers have been mistaken 
in their statements that in the Bible 


other diseases were referred to as healed, 
while leprosy is always referred to as 
cleansed. In the law, Leviticus 14:3, the 
word “healed” is used. So it is in the 
case of the ten lepers in 17: 15. 
These uses of the word that 
while leprosy was recognized as one of 


Luke 
indicate 





conditions of 


By CLIFTON E. RASH, B:.S., D.D. 


uncleanness under 
shewing ab- 


the many causes of 
the law, it was a 
normal conditions in the 
body. 

The question is often 
leprosy of today the leprosy of the Bible? 
Is the disease called leprosy (or Hansen's 
Disease) in modern times the same as the 
disease called leprosy in antiquity? So 
many variations enter into this subject 
that it is not profitable to be 
Many careful and learned people differ 
in their opinions on these 
Some scholars believe the disease of to- 
day to be the same as mentioned in the 
Scriptures and in the histories and liter- 
ature of other countries of the ancient 
world. There is a widespread attitude 
that the name is applied to different dis- 
eases and that much of the stigma and 
social difficulties result from this 
application of terms 


disease 
tissues of the 


asked, Is the 


dogmatic 


questions 


mis- 


doctors and 


Many 


others, drawing their conclusions fro! 
technical descriptions in Leviticus and 
seeing many things in modern leprosy 
that are not described, believe the an- 
cient and mcdern afflictions to be differ- 


ent. There are references in the Bible 
that show a similarity between the phys- 
ical and social aspects of Biblical and 
modern leprosy. 

In 1948 Professor W. Hasselmann of 


Erlanger, Germany, visited Carville. La 
He is a doctor interested in archaeologi- 
cal medicine. He has made studies in Ur 
in Chaldea, in Egypt, and Palestine. I 
asked him if he had observed the effects 
of leprosy in the bones of the people of 
antiquity and if he had the same 
kind of bone deformities as he observed 
here on living patients He suid em- 
phatically that he had. Then he 
“But certainly. Why not?” 


seen 


said: 


The Hebrew and Greek Words 


A good deal has been written recently 


about the translaticns of words from 
Hebrew and Greek into English and 
other languages. I am not an authority 
on these things, but I have thought about 
them a good deal. The Hebrew words 
translated “leper,” “leprosy,” and “lep- 
rous” come from a root word meaning 


7 


“to strike,” “to scourge.” Ts’ara is the 
word. Leprosy is Tsaara, Words used 
idiomatically to denote the stroke of lep-. 


rosy were naga and nega, “to strike,” 
“stricken.” This fact caused the trans- 
lator of Isaiah 53:4, from the Latin of 


Jerome, to write in the English (Douay) 
translation, “Surely he hath bcrne our in- 
firmities, and carried and 
we have thought of him as ‘it were a 
leper, and as one struck by God and 
afflicted.” This is to describe 
prophetically the sufferings and humilia- 


our sorrows: 


written 
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tion of Jesus Christ. It is one of the 
deepest commentaries on the antiquity 
and awfulness of the stigma of leprosy! 
He was despised, rejected, and hated 
“without a cause” (Psa. 35:19), as are 
those who have this affliction. His suf- 
ferings were occasioned by the sins of 
humanity. He became sin for our sake. 
The afflictions of humanity are the re- 
sult of sin. From these facts we who 
know the Word and the Lord cannot es- 
cape. 

The Greek word lepra came from a 
word meaning “to scale.” Some writers 
think this indicates that the disease at 
the time of Christ was not the same as 
described by Moses 1,400 years earlier. 
However, I believe it was. The Hebrew 
word came into use, I am sure, because 
there was observed a condition of the 
skin that looked like the marks, welts, 
and scars left by the taskmaster’s whip. 
The scholars who translated the Septua- 
gint before the time of Christ from He- 
brew to Greek had acquaintance with 
a disease well known to Jews and also 
well known to Greeks. They used a 
word that by that time was used by 
Greeks to describe this well-known af- 
fliction—using a part of the manifesta- 
tions to represent the whole. I believe 
it was used in the first place because 
scales were observed on the skin as a 
not uncommon condition of the affliction. 
Marks, welts, scales, and scars are seen 
in modern leprosy. The manifestations 
on the skin differ very widely in differ- 
ent persons. 

Then, when Christ spoke of the many 
lepers in Israel in the days of Eliseus 
the prophet and said that none was 
cleansed saving Naaman the Syrian, His 
word was lepra, the Greek, as given by 


Luke. In speaking He might have used 
Aramaic. He referred to an Old Testa- 


ment time and to a disease when the 
word was Ts’ara, in Hebrew. If the dis- 
ease had been another it would not have 
had the same relation and value to God’s 
purposes. Christ would not have used 
this circumstance to illustrate the lack 
of faith in Israel. By this Christ en- 
dorsed the translation by the Septuagint 
scholars, it would seem to me. I would 
rather take the words, and the natural 
meaning of the words of the Lord Jesus, 
than the word of those who do not want 
to admit that an affliction making a very 
complex problem today is the same as 
that which plagued mankind in the past, 

It is repellent to many who are con- 
cerned with this problem that a continu- 
ing human affliction can be used by God 
either as a punishment or as an illus- 
tration. But leprosy and the other dis- 
eases, afflictions, and imperfections of 
mankind are so used throughout the 
Scripture. The Lord Jesus is the one 
who does something about it. He com- 
missioned His’ disciples, when the 
Twelve were sent forth, among other 
things, to cleanse the leper (Matt. 10:8). 
Their cleansing was given to John the 
Baptist as one of the proofs that Christ 
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was the one who was to come (Matt. 

11:5), whom John had announced and 
had pointed out as the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world. 
It was sin that ushered in all the afflic- 
tions of the race, so it is hardly right 
to single out one, though it be fas- 
cinatingly terrible, as the type of sin 
that was responsible for the condition 
we are in. 

There are certain things that Chris- 
tian people should remember. Persons 
with leprosy are people like all others. 
Christ lived, died, and rose again for 
them as well as for others. He showed 
them sorely needed compassion. Chris- 
tians should do the same. There is a 
tendency on the part of many believers 
to “declass” people with leprosy. They 
do not realize that such people have sen- 
sibilities, hopes deferred, broken friend- 
ships, and a very sensitive feeling 
toward the debasing stigma of which 
they are reminded every day. They need 
friendship, love, prayer, and the hope 
of salvation. There is no more fruitful 
missionary work in the world than work 
in the leprosy colonies over the world. 
People of the church who want to share 
in soul-saving work should apportion 
their offerings so that the Gospel of 
Christ may be sent to afflicted and out- 
cast men, women, and children all over 
the world, and that they may learn the 
deep, strange joy of having fellowship 
with Christ in His sufferings. Toward 
this end leper colonies have been estab- 
lished in foreign lands. 

The American Leprosy Missions and 
other groups are used of God for these 
purposes, and I am very happy to be 
associated with them. The American 
Leprosy Missions, Inc., is responsible for 
the Protestant work here in this Gov- 
ernment institution at Carville. The 
chapel is a very sacred place to many 
people, and some who were submerged 
in great trouble have found the Lord 
and His peace. Among our patients are 
missionaries who have given their lives 
to the preaching of the Gospel and to 
helping the poor, the needy, and the 
sick. Yet God in His permissive will has 
allowed these, His servants, to contract 
the disease which causes them, too, to 
be despised and outcast. I have prayed 
for and helped these missionaries and 
they have helped me. 

The terrible fear many have of this 
disease is unwarranted. It is “mildly 
contagious and infectious”—not highly 
so, as so many feel. When a person is 
found to be afflicted with leprosy, he 
should be cared for in a friendly, kindly 
way, with no publicity, and his case 
should be handled according to his con- 
dition and circumstances. It is time the 
public, the health authorities, and the 
people of the churches were instructed 
and educated in these serious matters 
which bring injury and offense to many, 

It has been a great privilege for Mrs. 
Rash and me to work here these ten 
years among these people of many 
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nationalities and churches and many de- 
grees of faith, We have seen many be- 
come “negative,” “arrested cases,” and 
able to go home or back to work. We 
have seen some come to Christ and 
others grow in grace and in a knowl- 
edge of Him. We have become deeply 
interested in the scientific and sociologi- 
cal aspects of the disease and the ad- 
vancing medical treatments. It is a great 
and many-sided problem. It helped us, 
too, in imagination, to visit the house of 
Simon the Leper in Bethany (Mark 14: 
3-9). Many people were there. Jesus 
was there. He sat at meat there with 
Simon and the other guests. If, as com- 
mentators say, Simon was a_ person 
whom Jesus had healed, He gave us a 
wonderful example of how to treat a 
former patient! There was no record 
of any of our customary fears there. 
And it was in the house of a man 
like my friends here that “a woman” 
anointed the Saviour with the precious 
ointment. Wherever this Gospel is 
preached this would be told as a memo- 
rial to her (Mark 14:9). 

Christians should know that this is a 
work in the heart and plan of God, 


CARVILLE, LA. 
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Can a Layman Lead a 
Communion Service ? 
(Continued from second page) 


church.” The passage implies that the 
ministry is not necessarily confined to 
any one of the brethren, although it is 
very evident that it is to be confined to 
brethren, that is, those who are brothers 
in Christ. It is also evident from Acts 
20:7 that the eating of the Lord’s Sup- 
per was not dependent upon the apostle’s 
presence, but was observed regularly on 
the first day of the week. It was the 
reason for the gathering, and the apos- 
tle’s ministry, valuable as it was, was 
incidental. 

One’s attitude toward the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper depends a 
great deal on one’s church background. 
It would shock Episcopalians, and many 
Baptists, Prebyterians, Methodists, and 
members of other denominations to see 
the service led by a layman. But lay- 
men administer the Communion in 
Brethren assemblies and other independ- 
ent groups of believers, and sometimes 
at summer conferences or conventions. 
If a layman presides, he ought to be one 
who is respected and well known for 
his consistent Christian testimony. If it 
should prove to be offensive to any as- 
sembly of Christians to have a layman 
preside at Communion, then it is much 
better to ask a minister to do it. This 
principle at least is clearly stated: 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. Give none offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
church of God” (1 Cor, 10:31, 32). 
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Lesson for September 16 


A Christian Social Setilement 
(Continued from second page) 


shop has been in continuous operation 
for seventeen years and has had no 
deficits. “When the blind workers first 
came, it was not uncommon to hear pro- 
fanity and obscenity from them, and 
they balked at attending the voluntary 
morning service. But through patience, 
kindness, and much prayer the situation 
cleared beautifully.” 

There was need of a playground for 
the underprivileged children of the area, 
The prayer group began to petition the 
Lord for two lots in the neighborhood. 
Mr. Hagstrom entered in his notes: “We 
are now praying for the 67-foot lot, and 
it is our sincere belief that, in God's 
good time, which will be our good time, 
we shall be allowed to secure this needed 
piece of property. At this time, as far 
as money is concerned, this seems very 
far away.” 

Yet in a year the three lots were mis- 
sion property. 

The published account of Mr. Le Tour- 
neau’s career, by Donald F. Ackland, 
bears the felicitous title, “Moving Earth 
and Heaven.” ! This makes a good sub- 
title to the Youngstown experience at 
this point, On one of these lots was 
8,000 yards of earth which had to be 
moved. “On our knees we took this 
specific problem to our Heavenly Father 
under the sign of the words, ‘If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove; 
and nothing shall be impossible unto 
you’” (Matt. 17:20). No mention was 
made to anyone of the excess dirt, but 
after months of prayer, a park Official 
inquired by phone concerning it. Pres- 
ently a large steam shovel and a fleet of 
ten dump trucks were at work, carting it 
away. A month later, in answer to fur- 
ther prayer, a large contractor removed 
the balance. Two long retaining walls 
were built without extra expense to the 
mission after the project was put before 
the Heavenly Father in prayer. 

The condition of undernourished chil- 
dren in congested city districts became 
a burden to Mr. Hagstrom as a result 
of his contacts and observations in 
Youngstown slums. He had no facilities 
for providing short vacations in the 
country, especially for pre-tubercular 
children. This, too, became a matter of 
prayer, and what followed was a veri- 
table Christian idyll. A tract of land 
ten miles south of Youngstown came into 
the hands of Christ’s Mission, with a 
hundred acres of virgin timber, rich 
tillage lands, and a meandering stream. 
“In the spring of 1922 the Lord enabled 
us to erect the first building unit at a 
cost of $10,000." Then came _ garage, 
playgrounds and equipment, a_ small 

1Iverson-Ford Associates, 175 Fifth Ave., 
New York 10; $2. 
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emergency hospital, dormitories for both 
girls and boys. 

In answer to prayer and without solici- 
tation, a city theater, which was re- 
building, sent large trucks loaded to ca- 
pacity with splendid and valuable build- 
ing material. Ample masonite to line 
the inside of the building was furnished 
by a large department store, also mak- 
ing extensive alterations in its plant. 
The greatest part of the carpenter, 
mason, and electrical work was donated, 
and in one way or another the building 
was completed. This home for the work 
people was also undertaken in depres- 
sion times when expansion elsewhere 
was not thought of. “Our prayer group 
earnestly besought the Lord for second- 
hand material, and the foundation was 
laid before any of this was in sight. The 
promise acted on was, ‘If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching any thing 

it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven.’” 

“We have now completed twenty-seven 
years of operation at our camp. At the 
beginning of each year, without excep- 
tion, we have not had in hand sufficient 
money to nteet the expenses of the sum- 
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mer. We have never solicited money 
for its operation. Although our young 
wards are quasi-invalids and undernour- 
ished, and in spite of the fact that our 
camp population ranges from 125 to 150, 
God has wonderfully spared us, for more 
than a quarter of a century, the heart- 
ache of having a single child pass away 
while in our care.” 

There is much more to the story. One 
thing especially we would note. Mr. 
Miller, in spite of the gigantic demands 
of his orphanages, carried on foreign 
mission work. This Ohio group, too, 
supports missionaries—an American 
couple in India, another couple in China, 
and 26 native evangelists in India. Be- 
sides this they contribute to eleven other 
faith missions in a small way, 

The capital value invested in Christ’s 
Mission in its various branches amounts 
now to $700,000; that gleaned from waste 
by the handicapped in their sheltered 
workshops has in the years topped two 
million. 

Mr. Hagstrom could have hardly done 
better for Christ’s poor, even financially, 
“if he had continued in the steel mill, 


Ill. Finding and Using Illustrations 


Windows that let in the light 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Sr. 


Both Dr. Trumbull and Dr. Howard were expert in the use of illustration. 
They were keen observers and knew how to make truths of Scripture 
stand out clearly by illuminating them with homely stories and inci- 


dents. 


“The Illustration Round Table” grew out of Dr. Trumbull’s prac- 


tical knowledge of the importance of brief, pointed stories in teaching. 

In this chapter of his book,“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” Dr. Howard 

gave good advice on this important part of a teacher’s equipment. Two 

more of the ten chapters will be published in the Times. The little 

book may be obtained at 25 cents a copy from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


VERY real illustration throws light. 

It does more than hold the atten- 
tion. It illuminates the truth to be 
taught. Therefore it is that many a good 
story which may hold the attention is 
not necessarily an illustration. 

An illustration of a truth ought to 
have a certain fitness because of its 
kinship in nature and in expression with 
the truth itself. For example, if you 
were seeking for an illustration of a 
lesson on Jesus the servant of all, John 
13:1-17, it would not be enough just to 
find a good story of faithful service. 
Any incident that you tell to illustrate 
the story of that lesson ought to involve 
the two principles most strongly brought 
out in the lesson—wrong desire for cer- 
tain kinds of pre-eminence, and will- 
ingness on the other hand to put that 
aside, and to becomg the kind of servant 
that Jesus Christ wanted His disciples 
to understand that He was. An incident 
that sets forth the humility of someone 
who probably would have been humble 


anyhow, with no special temptation to 
pride of place, would not be so fitting. 
A good illustration will give additional 
light. It will not simply repeat a truth 
already known, but it will make that 
truth stand out much more clearly. A 
lantern carried just on the edge of the 
evening helps to make the path clear 
even though there may be a little light 
in the sky. Many times this additional 
light can be found by reference to other 
Bible passages where incidents slightly 
different in certain respects, but em- 
bodying the principle you want to teach, 
may easily be found. Then you are giv- 
ing additional light. For a study of 
Jesus the servant of all, a reading of 
John 13:31-38 lifts into clear relief the 
danger of enthusiastic self-sufficiency as 
contrasted with our Lord's perfect un- 
derstanding of human hearts and His 
loving warning to Peter. This is a clear 
and searching sidelight upon the deepest 
principle of the lesson—the need for a 
(Continued on page 761) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 16. THE LARGER FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIANS 


Luke 9:49, 50; Acts 11:22-30; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13; 2 Corinthians 9:1-5; Philippians 1:15-18, 
printed text, Acts 11:27-30; 15:1, 2, 22, 23, 28-31; 2 Corinthians 9:1-5. 
Golden Text.—He that is not against us is for us.—Luke 9:50 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 11:27 And in these days came prophets from Jeru- 
salem unto Antioch. 

28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and 
signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days 
of Claudius Cesar. 

29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, 
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt 
in Judza: 

30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

Chap. 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judza 
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after 
the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dis- 
sension and disputation with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up 
to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question, 

22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole 
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, 
and Silas, chief men among the brethren: 

23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The 
apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the 
brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia: 

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay 
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upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from 
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well, 

30 So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: 
and when they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle: 

31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the con- 
solation. 

2 Cor. 9:1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, 
it is superfluous for me to write to you: 

2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which 
I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready 
a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you 
should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be 
ready: 

4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find 
you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed 
in this same confident boasting. 

5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, 
that they would go before unto you, and make up before- 
hand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the 
same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of 
covetcusness. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE printed portion is in three divi- 
| sions, dealing with three distinct 
situations in the early church, 

1. The church in Jerusalem manifested 
great interest in the work of the Gospel 
at Antioch of Syria, begun by refugees 
from Jerusalem in the days of the per- 
secution which followed the martyrdom 
of Stephen (Acts 8:1-4; 11:19, 20). An 
official delegate, Barnabas, was sent to 
inquire into the movement, and he 
proved to be the right man to give the 
needed help (vs, 22-26). A second dele- 
gation followed, probably in an unoffi- 
cial capacity, exercising their prophetic 
gifts in the new church. Thus the 
mother-church richly contributed to the 
spiritual ministry at Antioch, and it was 
not long till the younger church had 
opportunity to express its gratitude by 
sending famine relief to the church at 
Jerusalem, in the year 45, according to 
Sir William Ramsay’s chronology. So 
the church at Antioch acted on a prin- 
ciple later enunciated by Paul (1 Cor. 
9:11). 

2. Four or five years passed. Paul 


and Barnabas, returning from their first 
missionary journey, found another dele- 
gation from Jerusalem, not for profit, but 
for hurt. These represented the’ Juda- 
izers, who insisted that the new wine of 
the Gospel be carried in the old wine- 
skins of the Law. A disturbing contro- 
versy arose, so it was decided to sub- 
mit the question to the apostles and 
elders at Jerusalem. The great council 
was held, therefore, in the winter of 
49-50, under the presidency of James, 
believed to be the brother of our Lord. 
The freedom of the Gentiles from Jew- 
ish rites was there established, and the 
note of salvation by grace through faith 
was clearly sounded. 

3. Paul never forgot the injunction of 
his seniors in the apostolate that he 
should remember the poor (Gal. 2:10), 
and he instituted the offerings for the 
needy saints at Jerusalem as part of the 
Christian service of the Gentile churches. 
This was part of his allegiance to his 
own people, and was also a means of 
keeping alive in Gentile hearts a sense 
of gratitude to those from whom they 
had received the Gospel. Both of Paul’s 
Letters to the Corinthians refer to this 
offering (1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor, 8 and 9). 
The second Letter, containing our por- 
tion, was written about 56, shortly be- 


fore Paul's third visit to Corinth (chap. 
13:1). 
Verse by Verse 

Acts 11:27.—“Prophets from Jerusa- 
lem.” Prophesying, speaking by inspirs- 
tion, was one of the gifts of the Spirit 
exercised in the early church (1 Co 
12:10, 28; 13:2; 14:1, 3-5, 29-32). 

Verse 28.—“Agabus . , , signified . . 
that there should be great dearth.’ 
Prophets were forth-tellers of God's will 
and sometimes foretellers. See also Act 
21:10, 11. This was in A.D, 44. The 
famine struck Judea in 45, 

Verse 29.—“Then the disciples .. . 
determined to send relief.” The Antioch 
believers had received of Judea’s spir- 
itual good; now they shared their carnal 
good (1 Cor. 9:11). The prophecy of 
Agabus doubtless prepared them for this 
undertaking when the need struck. 

Verse 30.—‘By the hands of Barnabas 
and Saul.” The same two who later 
went as representatives of the church 
at Antioch with the spiritual riches of 
the Gospel (Acts 13:1-3) are here en- 
trusted with the temporal bounty, 

Chap. 15:1.—‘Except ye be circum- 
cised ... ye cannot be saved.” This was 
the central tenet of the Judaizing party, 
but it involved submission to the whole 
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Lesson for September 16 


Jaw (Gal, 5:3). One would thus have 
to become a Jew in order to be a Chris- 
tian. 

Verse 2.—“Paul and Barnabas . .. 
should go up to Jerusalem.” Note the 
change in the order of the names from 
their last errand to Jerusalem (chap. 
11:30), and note the difference in the 
two missions. The future of the Gentile 
church hung upon this mission, 

Verse 22.—“Send chosen men . , . to 
Antioch.” The fourth delegation from 
Jerusalem to Antioch, this time to con- 
firm the freedcm of the Gentiles, so 
undoing the harm wrought by the self- 
appointed delegation (v. 24) of Juda- 
izers. Judas Barsabas may have been a 
brother of Joseph Barsabas (Acts 1:23). 
Silas became Paul’s companion (Acts 
15: 40). 


Verse 23.—“The apostles and 
and brethren send greeting unto 
the Gentiles.” Another step in the es- 
tablishing of the fellowship, and in the 
emancipation of the Jewish believers 
from their exclusivism as well as of the 
Gentile believers from the bondage that 
some would have imposed on them. 


elders 


Verse 28.—“For it seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us.” How wonder- 
ful if all the minutes of our church 
business meetings could read like that! 

Verse 29.—“That ye abstain .. .” The 
fourfold abstention mentioned hit at the 
heart of heathen practices, and was to 
be observed in the spirit of 1 Corin- 
thians 10:32, 

Verse 30.—‘They delivered the epis- 
tle.” The letter was the official document. 
The serding of Judas and Silas was an 
act of fellowship and a confirmation of 
the authenticity of the document. 

Verse 31.—“They rejoiced for the con- 
solation.” After the depressing effects 
of the demands of the Judaizers, the 
letter must have been a veritable char- 
ter of liberty. It did not, however, end 
the controversy, as Paul’s Letter to the 
Galatians reveals. 

2 Cor. 9:1—*“The ministering to the 
saints.” By such a lovely name the 
apostle designated the money he is seek- 
ing to raise for the poor in Jerusalem. 

Verse 2.—“Achdia was ready a year 
ago.” This was no emergency collec- 
tion, but an organized campaign, not only 
to take care of the oppressed saints 
among the Jews, but to train the 
churches in the grace of giving (chap. 
8:6, 7). 

Verse 3.—“Lest our boasting of you 
should be in vain.” He boasted to the 
Achaians about the Macedonians (chap. 
8:1, 2), and boasted to the Macedonians 
about the Achaians (chap. 9:2), and that 
boasting became a lever to spur both on. 

Verse 4—‘“Lest haply . . . we (that 
we say not, ye) should be ashamed.” 
Dare we call this a bit of clever psy> 
chology? A legitimate appeal, although 
on the personal level. They must not 
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Last Week's Lesson 
11. September 9.—Fellowship in the 
Church. Matthew 18:15-20; Acts 
4:31-37; Philippians 1:27 to 2:11; 
1 John 3:14-24 


Next Week's Lesson 
13. September 23.—-Living Together in 
the World. Isaiah 65:17-25; Acts 
17:16, 17, 22-28; Romans 10:12; 
Revelation 21:1-8 








let him, and themselves, down after his 
boasting about them! 

Verse 5.—“Bounty. and not .. . covet- 
ousness.” The Revised Version gives 
“extortion” in place of “covetousness.” 
The apostle does not want the money 
pulled out of them at the last minute, 
but given thoughtfully as the basis of 
high spiritual principles, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Last week's lesson dealt chiefly with 
the relationship within the local church, 
This week, we see how churches ought 
to be helping each other. Too often 
churches, especially in the same com- 
munity, act like bitter contestants rather 
than as partners in a common task and 
fellow servants of the same Lord. We 
do not mind lending a little aid to a 
struggling church a _ thousand miles 
away, where it cannot encroach on our 
borders, but it is a different matter with 
a church in our own town which mizcht 
attract people. who, according to our 
notion, ought to join our fellowship! We 
cannot, of course, encourage a church 
that is tearing down the things we are 
seeking to build, denying the Lord whom 
we confess. and destroving the very 
foundations of our holy faith: but we 
need a higher and more extensive vis‘on 
of our task, and a greater sense of unity 
w th all who are engaged in it. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many delegations from Jerusa- 
lem visited the church in Syrian 
Antioch? 

2. How did prophets differ from other 
preachers in apostolic times? 

3. What events did Agabus foretell? 

4. How had Saul come to Antioch? 

5. What important journey had taken 
place between Acts 11 and Acts 15? 

6. What would be involved in circum- 
cision for a Gentile believer? 

7. What is significant in the change of 
the order of the names in Acts 11:30 and 
15: 2? 

8. How many Judases do we read of in 
the New Testament? 

9. What were (1) the Macedonian 
churches, (2) the Achaian churches? 

10. What is Paul’s strongest incentive 
to giving? 


(Answers on page 761) 
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In our lesson we see the church in 
Jerusalem giving spiritual help and en- 
couragement to younger churches, send- 
ing them ministers and assisting in the 
solution of difficult problems. On the 
other hand we see younger churches 
willing to submit their problems to more 
experienced minds, and ready to give 
financial aid to the needy in Jerusalem, 
in token of their gratitude for spiritual 
benefactions. Back of all this fellowship 
was the realization that they were “one 
body in Christ.” We can be sure that 
there was no attempt at uniformity. A 
service in Corinth would greatly differ 
from one in Jerusalem, and Antioch 
would be different from both. Uniform- 
ity was a later, and not altogether happy, 
development. Yet it was the essential 
unity, “all one in Christ Jesus,” that 
drew these churches to each other. 

I was lately in a cottage prayer meet- 
ing sponsored by a church whose pastor 
had resigned. It was mentioned that 
two other churches in the town were 
pastorless, besides a church in a neigh- 
boring town. It was wonderful to hear 
the prayers for all four churches, as if 
the group belonged to them all. That 
is as it ought to be. “We are members 
one of another” is not only true of us as 
individuals, but as churches. We are not 
competitors, but servants of the on: 
Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Antioch rallies to an emergency call 
(Acts 11:27-30), 

2. Jerusalem helps with a spiritual prob- 
lem (chap. 15:1-31) 

3. Corinth organizes for practical assist- 
ance (2 Cor, 9:1-5). 

Topics for Development 

The Collection. The collection is one 
of the “preliminaries,” a necessary evil, 
constituting along with the announce- 
ments the unspiritual part of the serv- 
ice! So many regard it. But see by 
what exalted and noble titles the apost!c 
refers to it! It is “this grace” (chari 
2 Cor. 8:4, 19). It is a _ ministry 
(diakonia, 2 Cor. 9:1, 13). It is a bounty 
(hadrotes, 2 Cor. 8:20). It is a blessing 
(eulogia, 2 Cor. 9:5). We need to change 
our mind about the collection. 

The Judaizers, Acts 15 tells only a 
part of the struggle to save Gentile be- 
lievers from having laid on them the in- 
tolerable burden of Judaism. Peter had 
to answer to the brethren in Jerusalem 
for his actions in the house of Cornelius, 
vindicating the right of the Gentiles to 
the Gospel at all (Acts 11:1-18). Hav- 
ing acknowledged that, “they of the cir- 
cumcision” then demanded that Gentiles 
must submit to the Jewish rite of cir- 
cumcision in order to be received into 
the Christian church. They even made 
it a requirement for salvation (chap. 
15:1). The great Council of Jerusalem 
(A.D. 49-50) dealt with the question and 
acknowledged the freedom of Genti'es 
from Jewish ordinances, but that did 
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not destroy the sect, who dogged the 
steps of the Apostle Paul, sowing their 
doctrine among the converts. The Gala- 
tian churches were especially susceptible 
to the teaching, and Paul’s Letter to 
them shows how deeply rooted it had 
become, how it played havoc with the 
churches, and hindered spiritual advance. 


Personal Applications 


A good man rejoices in the work of 
God, wherever he finds it (Acts 11:23, 
24). 

A revelation from God is a call to 
action (vs. 33. 29). 

Don’t straddle others with a load you 
cannot carry yourself (chap. 15:10). 

Do your letters carry consolation? (vs. 
30, 31.) 

The order for a church business meet- 
ing: the Holy Spirit moved, and we sec- 
onded (v. 28). 


Golden Text 

Luke 9:50.—Compare Luke 11:23. See 
that you are clearly on Christ’s side, 
but don’t think that everyone who does 
not wave your banner is against Him. 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HyMNS 

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 

“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Onward Christian Soldiers” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we praise Thee for the many congrega- 
tions in different lands that worship and 
serve in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Bless the work of every group of Thy 
people as they serve Christ and call men 
to trust and obey Him. Use our own 
church and school to bless the homes 
of our community. Use the united ef- 
forts of all Gospel-loving people to pro- 
mote righteousness, truth, and purity, 
and to spread the news of salvation to 
all men. Give Thy church wise and 
strong leaders; and where Thy people 
are opposed and persecuted, give them 
courage, strength, help, and comfort. 
Heal the sick, cheer the downcast, help 
the poor, and hasten Thy Kingdom. 
Make our study of Thy Word fruitful 
of great good. Grant us Thy pardon 
as we may need it, and through this 
week let us have Thy constant care 
and control, for the sake of our Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Recognition and 
co-operation are the important ideas in 
this lesson. It was not easy, at first, 
for the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem 
to recognize real Christian brothers and 
sisters in the Gentile believers in other 
places. But after all was talked over 
in a great church conference under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Jeru- 
salem church fully recognized the 
churches that had Gentile members, The 
things in which such churches might 
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differ from the Jerusalem church were 
less important than the great uniting 
bond of their like faith in Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. His church today 
is divided into many different sections, 
but the things that unite all true Chris- 


UNITED «cx CHRIST 


tians are greater than those that divide 
them, and we should gladly recognize 
Christ’s people in church groups differ- 
ent from our own. All who belong to 
Christ belong to one another, whatever 
their church connection, 

That is why Christians of different 
churches can and do co-operate in vari- 
ous matters. Paul led the churches he 
had founded to join in gathering money 
to relieve the poor in the Jerusalem 
church. So, too, Christians of different 
churches today can and do unite in do- 
ing relief work, missionary work, and 
in publishing and distributing Bibles. 
We sometimes sing, “Like a mighty army 
moves the Church of God,” and it is true, 
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An army has different units, each with 
its distinctive badge and its special work, 
but together they form one great force 


serving their country. We must be loyal 
and faithful to our own church. But 
we must recognize God’s people in other 
churches, too, and co-operate with them 
in doing those things for Christ and 
the Gospel that require the united effort 
of many churches, 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then the disciples, every man accord- 
ing to his ability, determined to send 
relief” (Acts 11:29). Great dearths, or 
famines, still occur in various sections 
of the world. The Scriptures have much 
to say about famines; and although man 
may always attempt to attribute them 
to natural causes, God is over all and 
often makes a spiritual use of them 
Abram was tested by a famine (Gen, 12: 
10); Isaac also (chap, 26:1); Joseph was 
brought to the fore in connection with 
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Lesson for Sestember 16 


Egypt's seven year famine (chap, 41). 
The background of the wonderful Book 
of Ruth was a famine. Famines shall 
play a part in the coming tribulation 
(Matt. 24:7; Rev. 6:5, 6). 

The famine mentioned in our lesson 
must have been specially felt in Judea. 
It is interesting and profitable to notice 
Gentile believers determining, accord- 
ing to their ability, to send relief to the 
Jewish believers. 

It is the duty and privilege of Chris- 
tians everywhere to send relief to 
famine-stricken peoples, especially to 
those wv" are of “the household of faith” 
(Gal, 6:10), 

Not to speak of the letters of appre- 
ciation which we have received from 
those to whom parcels have been sent, 
we will quote the following from Israel 
My Glory: 

‘We were overjoyed when several 
days ago a precious CARE parcel ar- 
rived. In these days of famine and dis- 
tress, your help comes to us and our 
children as a great blessing. From the 
bottom of our hearts we thank you, May 
the Lord repay you” (Yugoslavia). 

And from the Russian sector of Ber- 
lin: “How gracious of you to think of 
us again in sending us the useful CARE 
parcel! We are enjcying all the good 
things—the meat, the eggs, milk, fat, and 
cocoa. My sister has been in the hos- 
pital . . . the years of starvation have 
caused heart trouble, and when we visit 
her we take her milk, coffee, and other 
things. Through your kindness we have 
been able to have a little fellowship re- 
cently in our Hebrew Christian group.” 

“Go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question” (Acts 
15:2).—The question was: Is it necessary 
for Gentiles to observe the rites of the 
Mosaic Law in order to be saved? The 
truth of the Gospel was at stake. God's 
way of salvation was in the balance, so 
to speak, 

Peter’s message to Gentiles was: “To 
him [the Lord Jesus! give all the 
prephets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive 
remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). And 
Paul had preached, “through this man 
[Christ Jesus] is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: and by him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the 
law of Mcses” ‘chap. 13:38, 39). Many 
Gentiles had taken the apostles at their 
word and were saved. 

It was to be expected that the Jews 
would raise the question of circumcision 
for these new converts; and that no 
little disagreement and _ controversy 
should result. Such an important mat- 
ter should be discussed by the apostles 
and elders. The decision was made and 
carried out, with the result that the 
council decided against the necessity of 
circumcision for Gentiles. God purifies 
the heart by faith alone (chap. 15:9). 

What comfort this portion of Scripture 
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must have been to Martin Luther in his 
contention wi'h councils that justification 
was by faith alone! 


“And they wrote letters by them after ; 


this manner” (Acts 15:23).—Attention is 
called to the fact that this is the first 
mention of writing in the New Testa- 
ment as an element in the development 
of Christianity. Think of its tremendous 
increase since! 

It has often been remarked that the 
Reformation cculd not have been car- 
ried through so triumphantly had it not 
been for the pen and press. Martin 
Luther believed the pen to be mightier 
than the sword; and, as a consequence, 
disdained to use any weapon but the pen, 

The written and printed page can be 
used by all classes of people. I have 
several correspondents who are confined 
to four walls, yet have a large ministry. 
They write to other shut-ins and en- 
close tracts in their letters 

One person can be instrumental in 
touching as many as a million lives by 
the prayerful and diligent use of the 
printed page. Christians who do not use 
tracts, Gospels, Testaments, and Bibles 
are not furthering the Gospel of Christ 
as they should. 

“As touching the ministering to the 
saints” (2 Cor. 9:1).—It is not the min- 
istering of the Word that the apostle has 
in mind in this passage, but the min- 
istering of money. And what a ministry 
it is to give money to needy saints, and 
to all who are out on faith lines spread- 
ing the Gospel of the glory of Christ! 

What a joy and satisfaction it must 
have been to the saints at Philinni to 
receive the Apostle Paul's letter of 
thanks for the things they sent h'n 
while he was imprisoned at Rome! In 
that letter they learned their gift was 
“an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, wellpleasing to God” (Phil 
4:18). To what higher use could money 
be put than to help needy Christians. 
and to further the Lord's cause? 

A brother in the Lord. kn-wn to me. 
sent a check to a fellow Christian a d 
received a letter saving: “That money 
came right from Heaven to mv hand 
and met my need. Many, many than' 
His response was, “I wouldn't have 
missed that opportunity of ministering 
for a great deal.” 

Wawona, CALtir, 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smi'h's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is a story which 

I do not think is true, but it points 
to a moral. This is the way it was told 
to me. A man was crossing an inter- 
secting street where one corner was oc- 
cupied by a Methodist church, another 
corner cccupied by a Baptist church, 
and the third corner by a Presbyterian 
church. It was Sunday night and all 
three of the congregations were singing. 
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The Methodists were singing, “Will there 
be any stars in my crown?” At the 
pause between verses, he heard the Bap- 
tists responding, “Not, not one! No, not 
one!” and when the two happened to 
pause at the same time, he heard the 
Presbyterians on the other corner sing- 
ing, “Oh, that will be glory for me.” 

Well, if that did happen (and I seri- 
ously doubt it), it was a remarkable co- 
incidence. And it is quite possible that 
in some very shallow Christian minds 
such prejudicial thinking might exist. It 
seems to be in the will of God that vari- 
ous denominations should exist for prac- 
tical reasons, but in no way should it 
affect the unity of spirit between all 
sincere Christians, 

The Church universal is the bride of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord has 
proclaimed Himself as the Bridegroom, 
and one marvelous day He is coming to 
claim His bride. She is the Church, and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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you are a part of the bride, if you are 
a Christian. It is inconceivable that a 
bride should be “at outs” with herself. 
Every part of her, as God has created 
her is necessary, but with varying uses. 
Paul warned the Corinthians about this. 
In 1 Corinthians 12:18-25, he is saying: 
“But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it 
hath pleased him. And if they were all 
cne member, where were the body? But 
now are they many members, yet but 
one body. And the eye cannot say unto 
the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no 
need cf you. Nay, much more those mem- 
bers of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary: and those mem- 
bers of the body, which we think to be less 
honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour; and our uncomely 
parts have more abundant comeliness 
that there should be no schism in 
the bcdy: but that the members should 
have the same care one for another.” 

There is a fable about a stag that 
paused at a pool to drink. In the mirror- 
like pool he saw the reflection of his 
magnificent antlers and looked upon 
them with great pride. Then he glanced 
at his feet which were roughened and 
scarred by the trail through the forest 
and he was ashamed of them. Suddenly 
he heard the sound of the hunters’ horns 
and the yelping hounds on his track. 
He leaped across the pool and through 
the underbrush to make his escape, but 
those spreading antlers caught in the 
entangling branches on either side and 
almost stopped his progress, while the 
rough looking feet he had scorned en- 
abled him to battle his way through it 
all to safety. If a stag thinks, he must 
have had a change of mind about his 
feet, after that. 

And if you and I are thoughtful Chris- 
tians we will be careful not to pass judg- 
ment on some other Christian because 
he does not think the same way we do 
about everything. 

FONTANA Dam, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustra‘ion accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Misdirected Skill—He that is not 
against us is for us (Luke 9:50, Golden 
Text). During the Peninsular War, an 
officer of artillery had just served a gun 
with admirable precision against a body 
of men posted in a wood to his left. 
When the Duke rode up, after turning 
his glass for a moment in the direction 
of the shot, he said, in his cool way: 
“Well aimed, Captain. But no more. 
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They are our own 39th!” This blunder 
has beer repeated sadly too often in the 
Lord’s army. With what fatal frequency 
have great guns of the church, which 
might have battered down the citadel 
of Satan been misdirected against Chris- 
tian brethren'—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


The Greater Needs.—That there should 
be a great dearth throughout all the 
world (Acts 11:28). 

I planned an ultra-modern home when 
priorities were lifted— 

But a Belgian woman whispered, “I 

have no home at all!” 
I dreamed of a country cottage for happy 
week-end days— 

But a Jewish lad kept saying, “I 

have no country!” 
I decided on a new cupboard—right 
now— 

But a child in China cried out, “I have 

no cup!” 
I wanted a quick-freezing unit for stor- 
ing quantities of food— 

But across the water came the cry, “I 

have no food!” 
I ordered a new car for the pleasure of 
my loved ones— 

But a war orphan murmured, “I have 

no loved ones!” 
—From Mayme Garner Miller. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


No Hands but Mine.—By the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:30). 
Thou hast no hands, O Christ, as once of 
old, 
To feed the multitude with bread divine; 
Thou hast the Living Bread—enough for 
all, 
But there’s no hand to give it out—but 
mine! 
From E. J. Miles. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Power of the Written Message. 
—And they wrote letters by them after 
this manner (Acts 15:23). A clergyman 
in England asked a dying Christian 
woman where she found the Saviour. 
She gave him a piece of paper torn from 
an American journal containing part of 
one of C. H. Spurgeon’s sermons. The 
scrap had been wrapped around a pack- 
age that came to her from Australia. 
The words of Spurgeon were read by 
her and were the means of leading her 
to Christ. Commenting on this incident, 
a writer says, “Think of it—a sermon 
preached in England, printed in America, 
in some way coming to Australia, a part 
of it used as wrapping paper there, ccm- 
ing back to England, and being the 
means of converting this woman!” What 
an encouragement there is in such an 
incident for those who preach the Gos- 
pel by means of printer’s ink! Tracts 
and religious papers have been wonder- 
fully used of God in the salvation of 
souls—From the Good News Broad- 
caster. Sent by Mrs, Orville Todd, Agar, 
S. Dak. 
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“If Meat Make My Brother To Offend.” 
—That ye abstain (Acts 15:29). Mr. 
Ressler, one of the first Mennonite mis- 
sionaries to India, said that at first when 
they held their meetings they knelt 
down beside the chairs when they 
prayed. The people said: “Oh, yes, I 
see you worship chairs. We have other 
gods.” As there was no principle in- 
volved, the missionaries, after this, 
prayed standing.—From Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


If the Gift Had Been Withheld.—As 
touching the ministering to the saints 
(2 Cor. 9:1). When Livingstone went 
to Africa, a Scottish woman who had 
saved thirty pounds came and presented 
the money to him. *“I want you to save 
yourself needless toil and exposure by 
hiring some competent body servant, who 
will go with you wherever you go and 
share your sacrifices and dangers.” With 
the money, Livingstone hired his faithful 
servant, Sebantino. In the heart of Af- 
rica, a lion threw Livingstone down and 
crushed the bones of his left arm. But 
Sebatino saved the missionary at the 
risk of his own life. What if the gift 
had not been made?—F rom Sunday. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


“Be Ye Not As the”—Cow.—That the 
same might be ready, as a matter of 
bounty (2 Cor. 9:5). Giving not of neces- 
sity, if it can be called giving, reminds 
one cf Father Applegate’s cow. “How 
much milk does that cow give?” asked 
the summer boarder. “Wal,” replied 
Father Applegate, “ef you mean by vol- 
untary contribution, she don’t give none. 
But ef ye kin get her cornered, so’s she 
can’t kick none to hurt, an able-bodied 
man kin take away about ‘leven quarts a 
day from her.”—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Goop WILL AMONG CHURCHES 


AST week we were talking about 

“Fellowship in the Church.” We 
were thinking primarily of the need for 
unbroken fellowship in the group with 
whom we work. Today we are think- 
ing of our relationship to Christians in 
other groups and in distant places. 

One thing that will help us to under- 
stand our relationship to Christians out- 
side of our own local group is this: 
There are only two sides: the Lord's 
side and the Devil's side. Many people 
fail to realize this and think there are 
many sides. But God's Word teaches 
that there are only two. Everyone is 
on one side or the other. All who belong 
to the Lord are on our side even if we 
do not agree in some things. 

Turn to Luke 9:49, 50. John later be- 
came one of the most loving disciples 
of Jesus, but at this time he had no 
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sympathy with another worker for the 
Lord because he ‘“followeth not with 
us.” John seems to have expected the 
Lord to be pleased because he had for- 
bidden the other worker to cast out de- 


mons. How surprised he must have 
been at the Lord’s answer: “Forbid 
him not: for he that is not against us 


is for us.” There are Christians today 
who have no interest in the work cf the 
Lord unless it is done by a member of 
their own particular group. Is this atti- 
tude Scriptural? 

Barnabas showed a different spirit in 
Acts 11:22-26. Barnabas was a corverted 
Jew, serving the Lord in Jerusalem. 
News came to the Christian Jews there 
that a great Gentiles had 
been saved in the city of Antioch. The 
church then asked Barnabas to visit the 
Netice in 


number of 


new converts in Antioch 
verse 23 that he was glad to see the 
blessing there. 

Now read Acts 11:27-30. The Gentile 
Christians in Antioch heard of famine 


coming to the Jewish Christians around 
Jerusalem. What did they do about it? 
(Sent as much relief as they could 
spare.) No doubt the happy brotherly 
attitude of Barnabas and the fact that 
Paul, another Jew, was chosen by God 
to be the apostle of the Gentiles, helped 
these new converts to realize that Jews 
and Gentiles are now one in Christ Jesus. 


Turn to Acts 15 and read verses 1-3. 
Here we meet some troublemakers 
among the Christians. Put here again 
we see Christian Jews filled with joy 


the Gentiles! The 
Anpcstle Peter in 


over the conversion of 
statement made by the 
verse 12 great grace: “We be- 
lieve that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved. even as 
they.” If Peter had not been filled with 
the Spirit. he probably would have said, 
“Through the merev of the Lord 
some of the Gentiles may be saved, even 
as we Jews have been.” 

Now 28-31 The first 
Christian council sought the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in regard to the question 
which had come up. Then they sent 
the answer with two men of God from 
their group. When the Christian Gen- 
tiles got the letter they rejoiced for the 
consolation. This happy ending 
to what might have caused a division in 
the church. 

First Corinthians 1:10-13 describes a 
condition in Corinth, which is unhappily 
found in many places today. The Apos- 
tle Paul is urging them to be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment. Divisions among 
Christians help the Devil in his work 
of deceiving the lost. He does not want 
them to realize that there are only two 
sides, and that they are on the wrong 
one. Instead he wants them to think: 
“There are lots of different churches, 
and no one can tell which is right. I'll 
just steer clear of them all.” Notice 
The emphasis is 


shows 


great 


look at verses 


Was a 


all the I’s in verse 12. 
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on what I not on how wonderful 
Christ is. 

Though the church at Corinth was ap- 
parently well off financially, the Corin- 
thians were not as fond of giving as 
some cf the poorer churches were. Read 
2 Corinthians 9:5. Paul sent Titus to 
Corinth before he returned there to take 
care of the collection for the poor. Paul 
did not want the poor brethren from 
Macedonia, who were planning to come 
with him, to be stumbled at seeing the 
wealthy Corinthians giving scantily. 
Perhaps if they had been thinking more 
of Christ instead of arguing about divi- 
sions, Titus might not have had to make 
this special trip. They would have been 
giving liberally so that Paul would not 
afraid of embarrassment to 
them or to him, if he came without 
first having notificd them. 

In Philippians 1:15-18 we see that the 
Apostle Paul was entirely free from sec- 
tarianism He was so devoted to the 
Lord Jesus that he wanted His work to 
go forward at all Some even 
preached Christ because they were jeal- 
ous of Paul and thought it would grieve 
him to have them preaching when he 
was imprisoned. But it did not: Paul 
rejoiced in their preaching as long as 
they preached Christ. 

Are we like that? Do we rejoice in 
the work of the Lord even if it is car- 
ried on by people who are unfriendly 
to us? It is not natural to us, but this 
should be the attitude of every Chris- 
tian: and if only we were so filled with 
the Spirit, it would be a great testimony 
to the unsaved. We will have this spirit 
to the extent that the Lord has control 
of our hearts. 

One word of caution: Do not suppose 
that loving all Christians should make 
us unfaithful to the group where the 
Lord placed us Some Christians 
make this mistake and spend their lives 
going from one group to another, wher- 
ever they find it most interesting or most 
congenial Their testimony does not 
count for much anywhere, because they 
do not work long enough in any one 
place. Find the group with which the 
Lord wants you to worship and work 
(In most will be the group 
where you were broucht to Christ.) At- 
tend all the services faithfully, and help 
in every way you can. But always keep 
your heart big enouch for all the Lord's 
people. Remember that the Lord Jesus 
said, “He that is not against us is for us” 
(Luke 9:50). 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business. circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Churches Work Together 
(Acts 11:22-30; 15:22, 23) 
F THE clock face design with the 
words, SHARE, TELL, GIVE, is still 
on the blackboard, let the children men- 
tion ways they carried out the command 
the past week. Barnabas 
sharer, teller, and giver. He sold a piec« 
of land, probably for a lot of money 
Did he buy many fine clothes, or ice 
cream, or a new car? No, indeed! Bar- 
nabas was a Christian in Bible times 
no cars then. But even if there had 
been automobiles, Barnabas probably 
would not have bought a new model 
car. He took his money to church and 
gave every cent of it to the church 
leaders to use for Christians who needed 
it (Acts 4:36, 37) He loved the Lord 
so very much, he told people about Him 
Others besides Barnabas were givers 
and tellers, too. When they went to new 
places to live, they told about the Lord 
Jesus and how He could save. Soon 
there were churches in those places, too 
Barnabas went as a missionary from his 
own church to these new churches. He 
taught them more about the Lord, and 
to stick close to Him always. In Anti- 
och, especially, more and more people 
believed in the Lord and became mem- 
bers of the church. The church was get- 
ting too large for Barnabas to take care 
of, so he took a trip to another country, 
and hunted up a Christian named Saul 
(whom we usually call Paul), and asked 
him to come help in the Lord's work 
For a year they worked there. What 
do you suppose the Christians in Antioch 
talked about more than anything else? 
The Lord Jesus Christ, and what He had 
done for them. They talked so much 
about Christ, that the people outside the 
church nicknamed them Christ-ians, or 
as we say it now, Christians. 
good name, wasn't it? 


Was a grea 


It was a 


Then came a bad year, when food was 
scarce, especially around Jerusalem. 
Folks in Barnabas’s home church were 
hungry. So what did the Antioch Chris- 
tians do? Saved their money, and sent 
it to help the hungry Christians in an- 
other land! And whom do you suppose 
they sent to take the money? Barnabas. 
And Saul went along, too. How nice 
it was for the two churches to help each 


other. Over a year ago the Jerusalem 
church had shared its teacher to be a 
missionary in Antioch. Now the mis- 
sionary was coming back, bringing 
money from the Antioch Christians to 
help the Jerusalem church. I’m sure 
that’s the way the Lord Jesus wants 
His churches to work together. “How 
those Christians love one _ another!” 


somebody said, Later Barnabas and Paul 
carried back a friendly letter of Chris- 
tian advice, which the Antioch 
people happy when they read it. Much 


made 
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of our New Testament is letters written 
by Paul or others to faraway Christians. 
Can you name all the Epistles? 

Boys and girls, do you think the Lord 
loves colored boys and girls, or children 
with slanting eyes? Our Memory Verse 
say He loves them all, and wants to 
give all of them the good things He has 
for them, if they will only ask; “The 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him” (Rom, 10:12). How can 
they ask Him, unless they know about 
Him? If you are telling those near at 
home now, perhaps some day you will 
go to tell those far away. Shall we share 
and give our money now, so they can 
hear? Are there Christian boys and girls 
who are hungry for food? Do you sup- 
pose there are some who would like a 
letter from us? (Arrange for these items 
according to the activities of your own 
church. Or plan to contribute to the 
American Bible Society. Order for use 
with Lesson 14: “John 3:16” [Ameri- 
can Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., New 
York 22; 35 cents per 100], which gives 
that verse in a number of languages.) 

Orono, MAINE, 

ye 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


UST a mile away from where I live 

is the Mt. Hermon summer confer- 
ence grounds, where conferences have 
keen held every year since 1906, forty- 
five years. It is a wonderful example 
of what we are studying today—churches 
working together. So little is said about 
denominations that I have known people 
there for many years and do not yet 
know to what church they belong. The 
main thing at Mt. Hermon is that you 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour and Lord, and believe the Bible 
to be God’s inspired Word, 

How many of the children know some- 
thing about the Army? Or maybe some 
daddy is in the Navy, or the Air Force. 
Of course I have heard people really 
quarrel about which is the most impor- 
tant, but really they are all part of the 
armed forces of our country. Not one 
of them can do the work of another. 
Each has its own work to do. 

The church is really one body, so Paul 
says, the body of which the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the head. That is a picture all 
the children can understand. Let’s talk 
about Stan and Bob. When they start 
to play ball, their legs don’t start a fight 
because they want to throw the ball, or 
do the batting. Of course not. You say 
that’s silly. Helen and Jean have no 
trouble at all with their feet and toes 
wanting to sew doll clothes. You say 
that’s silly, too. Not one bit more silly 
than one branch of the Lorda’s church 
quarreling with another, instead of each 
doing the work the Lord gave it to do. 
In our bodies, each member has its own 
work to do which no other part can do. 
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In the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
each part has its own work to do. 

Just as when young men enlist in the 
armed forces, some choose the Army, 
some the Navy, and some the Air Force, 
so Christian soldiers enlisting in the 
army of the Lord choose just which 
branch of service they wish to enter. 

Some young men are drafted by their 
country to serve in the place where they 
are most needed. Some young Chris- 
tians are drafted for service just where 
the Lord wants them to serve Him. 

I think you see how foolish it is 
for Christians who belong to different 
churches to quarrel, for if they are saved 
persons, they all belong to the invisible 
church, with Jesus Christ, the great 
head of the Church as their leader and 
commander. Use your heads, you chil- 
dren. If Christ is leading each one of 
the Christians in these churches, then 
He is leading each church. If He is lead- 
ing each church, then there can be no 
disagreement between them. 

Whenever churches cannot get along 
together, it is because someone is not 
being led by the Lord, somebody is try- 
ing to go his own way. That is why 
people quarrel, because they want their 
own way. When two quarreling people 
are Christians, it is very sad, for it 
means that one or both of them are not 
following their Leader. 

In an army, those who disobey their 
officers are punished. And in churches, 
they are punished, too, though some of 
them never know it. They miss the joy 
of working with other Christians: they 
miss the joy of giving up their own way 
and doing the will of the Lord Jesus. 
They get cranky and fault-finding, and 
lose so much more than they gain. 

And, children, that goes for all those 
who quarrel, big or little. I can pick 
out quarrelsome children just by their 
looks, without knowing them or hearing 
one thing about them. Did you know 
that quarrels write lines on your faces? 
They do. All the things you do are 
writing lines on your faces, and as you 
get older, you have many things written 
on your éaces that people who can read 
faces can read, 

When I go into some churches, I can 
tell just what kind of church it is by 
the kind of faces the members wear. I 
don’t care about their clothes; they may 
be poor and shabby, but I am interested 
in their faces. 

Every Christian and every Christian 
church should show forth the Lord Jesus 
by wearing a radiant face, a shining face, 
a face like that of the. Lord Himself 
Paul tells us how to get that kind of 
face. It is by looking to Jesus for all 
things, looking into His face as we would 
into a mirror. “But we all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 755) 
1. At least four: see Acts 11:22, 27; 15: 
1, 22. 
2. Prophesying was one of the gifts of 
the Spirit, by which the possessors of it 


spoke under direct inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit (see 1 Cor. 14:1-5). 
3. The drought of A.D. 45 (Acts 11: 


28), and the arrest of Paul in Jerusalem 
(chap. 21:10, 11). 

4. Barnabas had gone to Tarsus to find 
and bring him (chap, 11:25, 26). 


5. Paul’s first missionary journey, in 
company with Barnabas (chap, 13:1 to 
14: 28). 


6. The necessity to keep the whole Law 
(Gal. 5:3). 

7. In the meantime Paul had stepped 
into the place of leadership at first oc- 
cupied by Barnabas (see Acts 13:13). 

8. Eight (Luke 3:30, 33; Matt. 13:55; 
John 14:22: Acts 5:37: Acts 9:11; Judas 
Iscariot, and the Judas Barsabas of our 
lesson). 

9. (1) Philippi, 
Berea; (2) Corinth. 

10. See 2 Corinthians 8:9. 

WHEATON, ILL, 


Thessalonica, and 
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Finding and Using Illustrations 
(Continued from page 753) 


very simple kind of self-effacement and 
self-distrust. The thought in the daily 
reading is not identical with the thought 
of the lesson passage, but it is so closeiy 
related to it that it does give additional 
light upon the lesson itself. 

Not only should an illustration give 
additional light, but it should do it in an 
unexpected way. The teacher must learn 
how to tell an incident: and where one 
is found in the teacher’s reading, or is 
caught in conversation, the teacher ought 
to be very careful to note just how the 
point was successfully brought out. It 
is the easiest thing in the world to spoil 
a good illustration in the telling. An 
unexpected ending is a barb by which the 
hook will be made fast. An unexpected 
ending is always refreshing and stimulat- 
ing. And the quickening of the mind 
under the stimulant of such an ending 
helps to make the mind impressionable 
to the truth. If your keen-minded pupils 
can always think ahead of you, and can 
know just how the story you are tell- 
ing is going to come out, they will go 


there and back before you get half 
started. The blackboard work from the 


platform and the best sketch work on a 
pad in the class never disclose the whole 
idea to the schoo! or to the class at once, 
An illustration should be opened before 
the class or before a school just as a 
Christmas package is opened in the 
home. The tighter the string, the tighter 
the expectancy, and particularly if you 
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can’t tell from the shape of the box what 
is in it 

Unless the point of an illustration is 
very plain indeed, it only irritates the 
mind. What may be to us a very good 
story may be at all within the range 
of the experience of pupils, and so 
the point will be lost . 

How can the teacher find good illus- 
trations? The best are found right along 
the everyday path. We must, of course, 
be on the lookout. Any prospector must 
do that. We must keep in mind all 
through the week the lesson that we in- 
tend to teach, and in our reading and 
conversation and in the things we see we 
must look for applications to the theme 
that looms larger as the days pass. We 
can make notes of some things that may 
not fit that week’s work, but which will 
come in handy later, 


not 


oul 


A man is reading in a magazine about 
the killer whales of the far antarctic re- 
gions who even strike up through the ice 
to kill the seals. Instantly his pencil is 


out and he notes an illustration of the 
way sin gets at us. 
He is on a steamer on Long Island 


Sound, and the splendid boat has to take 
a wide turn in its course to avoid a great 
garbage scow across the channel. Well. 
we cannot always straight through 
the bad obstacles in our way; we must 
sometimes turn aside and around 
them, 

The man is walking on the beach by 


£0 


£0 
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unto the fields that are white 
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away from yourself, your 
hopes, plans, and aims. Lift up your eyes 
and see what Jesus saw, a world that knows 
Him not. 


to the cry of the world’s 
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CARED FOR MY 
SOUL.” Listen to the voice of the Saviour 
saying: “Whom shall I send and who will 
go for us?” 
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the seashore. He notes a beautiful stream 
of fresh water bubbling up from the sand 
at ebb tide. How wonderfully the life of 
God springs up and is renewed in the 
life of man! Notwithstanding the over- 
flow of the salt seas of the world, that 
stream is always fresh and sweet. And 
he is reminded also of that passage on 
prayer, in “Enoch Arden”: 
And evermore 

Prayer from a living source within the 

will, 

And beating up through all the bitter 

world, 

Like fountains of sweet water in the sea, 

Kept him a living soul. 

Everywhere and anywhere God is fur- 
nishing pictures to the mind of the 
teacher, if only the teacher will have a 
mind to see. Don't you see how it is? 

(To be continued) 
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Children at Home 


Suleman Holds Fast 
Founded on fact 


By Amelia O. Stott 


ULEMAN rode his bicycle along the 

narrow, hilly track outside his home 
village in South India. It was hard 
work, for deep ruts were cut in the 
road where the heavy bullock carts had 
sunk deep into the mud, and later the 
ruts had been baked hard in the scorch- 
ing sun. 

As he jolted through the straggling 
village of mud huts, he noticed clouds 
of flies rising everywhere from garbage 
heaps, and cows trampling around the 
water tank, which was the only supply 
the people had in that neighborhood. 

Stupid ones, thought Suleman, don’t 
they know flies bring sickness, and that 
there is dirt in their drinking water? 

Feeling superior because he _ had 
learned these things at school he put 
on a spurt and reached the compound 
gates. It was a good thing he was not 
any later, for Suleman was a dispensary 
pupil, and their teacher Jacob was cross 
if anyone was not on time. 

The boy was a day scholar, but from 
a Hindu home, and was not a Christian. 

His father was quite an important 
man, and believed his only son would 
never give up his religion. When rela- 
tives spoke of the risk in sending him 
to a Christian school, his father replied: 

“I have no fears that my son will be- 
come a Jesus disciple. He is loyal and 
has too much sense for that. It is be- 
cause he shows such ability and deter- 
mination to learn books that I want him 
to get the best education possible. Then 
he will make much money to help us.” 

So Suleman went to the high school, 
but he kept his promise never to listen 
to the foreign Jesus teaching. 

Lately, however, he had begun to stay 
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on for evening prayers because his chum 
Shankar had persuaded him. 

He had also overheard Shankar with 
some others gathered in a ccrner of the 
classroom one morning early at prayer. 
Suleman listened in surprise to their 
simple, heartfelt requests for one and 
another: first of all for themselves that 
Jesus would help them all through the 
day: then for others, a sick friend, for 
one who had just lost his father, and 
for a boy who had stolen and lied about 
it, that God would make him confess and 
give him a “new heart.” 

There was something so simple and in- 
timate in these prayers that Suleman 
was impressed, and said to himself, They 
speak as if they knew their God as a 
real Friend. It must be wonderful to 
feel like that. 

_Almost unconsciously he fcund him- 
self whispering at times, “Jesus Saviour, 
show me Thyself.” 

As Suleman had a great wish to know 
something about medicine, he joined the 
dispenser’s class and proved an intel- 
ligent pupil. 

One afternoon their teacher said: 
“Boys, you know cholera is very bad 
this year, and there is an outbreak in 
the Neelore district near us. The people 
in the caste villages are being looked 
after to some extent, but nothing is be- 
ing done for the poor outcastes. I am 
going tomorrow, which is a school holi- 
day, and I would like some of you to 
volunteer to come and help. 

All the boys who were Christians will- 
ingly agreed, and next morning they set 
out in their old car, loaded up with jars 
of fresh water, salt solution, medicines, 
and food, 

Suleman saw them off and felt rather 
sorry he was not going, too, with his 
chum and the others. But, he thought, 
outcastes are only fit for dirty jobs: they 
are just like animals. My father always 
says, “Their very shadow is unclean, and 
we must never touch them or go near 
them.” How strange it is that these Jesus 
Swami people will help them just as 
much as any others. They pray for 
them, too, as if they really cared about 
them. 

Strangely moved, it was not long after 
that that he came to the head master 
and said: “I would like to learn to be 
a Jesus follower and understand the 
Christian way. My father, however, will 
be furiously angry. What must I do?” 

“Well, Suleman, why not join a group 
of boys here who are thinking and talk- 
ing about the Jesus way of life, and con- 
sider everything quietly and _ with 
prayer?” 

So, at the end of every Bible study, 
Suleman would pray: “Oh, God, don’t 
let my father be too angry with me. 
Do help me not to be afraid.” 

It was not long before his father was 
told about his son’s attending the Jesus 
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church, and his wrath was terrible. He 
attacked Suleman one evening so that 
the boy stood trembling under the awful 
curses poured forth, but the prayers of 
others helped him to stand firm. 

“My father,” he said, “truly I love you 
with all my heart, but Jesus loved and 
died for me, so I must serve Him and 
obey Him first, no matter what it costs.” 

Suleman never knew how he managed 
to live through the next terrible days 
when he was beaten, abused, and starved 
until so hungry that he almost devoured 
the poisoned food brought to him. But 
his friends kept on praying, and after 
some weeks he managed to escape in a 
wonderful way. 

As he slowly re-entered the school 
grounds, Suleman found himself repeat- 
ing the prayer, “Jesus Saviour, show me 
Thyself,” and he remembered no more. 

When the boys returned later they all 
looked very tired and dirty with all 
their labors. Part of their work had 
been to try to cheer the poor, fright- 
ened people so that they did not give 
in to the sickness through hopelessness. 

Others had shovelled the garbage into 
pits or covered it with lime. Huts had 
been cleaned, rubbish burned, water dis- 
infected, and everything tidied up. 

While they were all talking together, 
the prayer bell rang. The house master 
read from Matthew's Gospel: “I was 
sick, and ye visited me. . . , Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, .. . ye have done it unto me.” 
Then the master prayed that God 
would bless the work of the day which 


had been done for Jesus’ sake. He went 
on to pray for “our needy outcast 
brothers and sisters in their sickness 


and trouble, that they might in some 
way understand the love and mercy of 
God in Christ.” 

As Suleman listened, he suddenly felt 
aware of a presence in their midst, and 
it seemed to the boy that he could al- 
most see the Saviour dying for all these 
peor outcasts as well as for himself, a 
proud Hindu boy. 

He was found lying unconscious near 
the school and taken in by his Christian 
friends. 

Time passed, and then one day Sule- 
man was summoned home by his father. 
He wondered what awaited him, but 
went at once, and, to his joy, he found 
his father willing to listen to the Gospel. 
Prolonged sickness, and especially his 
son’s brave steadfastness, had wrought 
a change in the man, and Suleman had 
the joy of leading him to Christ. 


WorRTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
% 

A man can no more take in a supply 
of grace for the future than he can eat 
enough today to last him for the next 
six months, or take sufficient air into 
his lungs at once to sustain life for a 
week to come. We must draw upon 
God’s boundless stores of grace from day 
to day, as we need it.—D. L. Moody. 
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Ann of Bethany. By Georgiana Dorcas 
Ceder. (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) When Ann over- 
heard the conversation of Herod’s sol- 
diers, who were traveling through Beth- 
any from Jerusalem, she knew of a 
certainty that they were wicked men and 
that Herod the king was a wicked man 
—and she was afraid. It was only a 
few days later that Ann and her father 
the three foreigners upon three 
camels that came swinging along the 
highway, and when directions were 
asked for, it was discovered that they 
were seeking the “City of the king.” 
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Shut-ins, Seniors, intermediates, Juniors, Young 
People. 

Send for Samples Today — !0¢ 


BLICATIONS INC. 





NORTH THIRD ST... HARRISBURG, PA. 








EXTRA CASH 


FOR YOU 





SELLING \, oe 
GREETING CARDS AND STATIONERY 


Just show to your friends our Christmas and Every- 
day Greeting Cards and Scented Stationery, with or 
without Scripture Text, and watch them sell! BIG 
PROFIT! Also, Novel Greeting Cards, Gift Wraps, 
Luminous and Plastic products, Calendars, Novelties, 
Pictures, Books, and Bibles are other money-makers. 
Everyone in your community is a prospective customer. 
No experience needed. Organizations and individuals 
can use the same successful method for raising funds. 
Write today for our big illustrated catalog and Bonus 
sules plan. A penny post card will bring information 

Free. McBETH’S Religious Art Studio 
Dept. No. J-21 Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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What an event it was in Ann’s young 
life to help in the overnight entertain- 
ment of those three distinguished guests 
—Melchior, from the East, beyond the 
river Euphrates; Gasper from the land 
of the Greeks: and Balthasar from the 
land of the Nile! The next morning the 
visitors were off again—to seek the Babe 
who would become a great king. 

In narrative form the circumstances 
of Christ's birth, His miraculous escape 
from Herod, the loyal efforts of those 
who risked their own lives to save Him 
from the wicked designs of the one who 
looked upon Him as a usurper are given 
in simple and attractive language and 
with a sweet appeal to those who are 
privileged to read this tale of Bible 





When answering advertisements. please mention The Sunday School Times. 








**.eethe tree is known by its fruit”’ 


This bit of Scripture might be applied fittingly to many fields of endeavor— 


but especially to education. And why? Because a school is known largely by its 


fruit—those men and women it trains and graduates year by year. 


Founded almost a century ago, Wheaton College has remained steadfastly true 


to its historic motto, “For Christ and His Kingdom.” Today its alumni are found 


in positions of leadership in business, the professions, vocations, as well as in 


every sphere of Christian service. 


Much of the credit for the fine record of Wheaton graduates can be attributed 


to a devoted, Christian faculty, personally interested in the intellectual and 


spiritual development of every student. Members of the Wheaton teaching staff 


are well-qualified for their respective positions, both academically and spiritually. 


The fruit of their labors is evidence that spiritual nurture goes hand-in-hand 
P 8g 


with academic excellence, giving the student a mighty anchor, an unshakable 


faith in Christ. 


Still another factor merits recognition. Down through the years many individuals 


and groups, fully in accord with the ideals and objectives of Wheaton, have 


contributed gifts both large and small, making possible the steady growth 


and development of our educational program. Together with these, we invite 


you to share through Christian stewardship in the 


fruit-bearing of this tree. 


Write for attractive brochure, Training for Christ in a 


World of Crises. Address Room g§T-91 








Wheaton Colleg 


WHEATON- ILLINOIS 
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times. Ann was a dutiful daughter and 
a loving sister, who overcame the fear 
of her heart when she discovered that 
her baby brether, Benno, was in danger 
of being destroyed by Herod's soldiers 
who sought to kill the Baby Jesus. 
Beautifully illustrated by Helen Torrey, 
nicely bound in tan cloth, and with an 
attractive jacket, “Ann of Bethany” 
would make an acceptable gift or award 
for a young person. 


The Golden Text for Today. Vol. I— 
January-June, By Harry Rimmer, D.D., 
Sc.D. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, III.. 
$3.) Here is an unusual daily devotional 
book, with a choice text and sermonette 
of about two pages’ length for each day 
of the year from January to June. A 
second volume will complete the year’s 
readings. The author has for some time 
been writing a weekly devotional study 
on the Golden Text of the Sunday 
school lessons, and these brief gems of 
Scripture are analyzed and their spir- 
itual content interpreted and applied. 
There is wide variety in the messages. 
Some are deeply devotional, others 
touch on problems of daily life. Some 
are rich Bible studies, while still others 
breathe comfort and inspiration. The 
author is well known as a scientific man, 
and his writings are illuminated with 
ept illustrations from facts of science 
and nature, and from travel and liter- 
ature. There is a message for the heart 
as well as the head, and the pages are 
lightened with incidents from Dr. Rim- 
mer’s wide observation and experience 
While the studies are practical and to 
the point, yet there is also a warmth of 
appeal and a depth and richness that 
will merit the book’s being read and 
reread, 


Calling for Isabel. By Virginia-Murrill 
Jeffries. (Longmans, Green and Co., New 
York 3: $2.25.) There are many prob- 
lems for the thoughtful high school girl 
of sixteen, and pretty Isabel Taylor faces 
them as she attempts to work out her 
own philosophy of life. Should she fol- 
low her inclination to train for a libra- 
rian—she had always loved and shared 
books with her serious-minded teacher- 
father—or should she please her sweet 
but frivolous mother by allowing herself 
to become a social butterfly? Then there 
are problems regarding her brother and 
twin sisters, her school friends, her 
“dates,” and- the difficult choice between 
Mark and Jim. She is fortunate to be 
a member of a happy, wholesome, and 
united family, which nevertheless has 











A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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its problems, too. It is a clean and at- 
tractive story for the teen-age. While 
drinking is frowned upon, dancing is 
taken for granted, but there are some 
challenging spiritual touches also. 


I Seen Him When He Done It. By 
Gladys Blanchard Muller and Dorothy 
Blanchard Bennett. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, II1., $1.25.) The atrocious gram- 
mar of the title is a fitting introduction 
to this original and challenging list of 
the many failures and shortcomings in 
etiquette that sometimes mar the con- 
duct in Christian groups. They are 
things that needlessly offend good taste, 
and they may be definitely harmful and 
cause of Christ. The 
packed with keen 
sense, with 
humor, well spiced 


a reproach to the 
brief paragraphs 
discernment and 
dashes of rollicking 
with satire, and the illustrations are in 
a Class with the title. But they do point 
out the things that ought not to be done. 
Individuals, organizations, and the min- 
istry as well as the pew come in for a 
share of the reproofs. Fortunately, not 
all of these glaring monstrosities are to 
any one place or group, but 
that can boast the entire 
of them. 


are 
sound 


be found in 
there are few 
absence of any 


The Kingdom of God and the King- 
dom of Heaven. By Earl] Miller. (Must 
be obtained from the author, 408 Walnut 
Street, Meadville, Pa., cloth, $1.50; paper, 
$1.) A clear, simple, yet profound line 
of Bible study has been worked out in 
this little book, which traces the move- 
ment of God in establishing “the King- 
dom of Heaven” on a rebellious earth, 
as but a step in the process of ultimately 
bringing the whole universe under the 
authority of “the Kingdom of God.” 
There is a striking picture of the origin 
and work of Satan, his place and power, 
his titles, his fall, and his strategy ever 
The Kingdom of God and the 
of Satan are described and 
compared. Then the work of God in 
bringing to pass His own purpose is 
pointed out and followed step by step 
through the course of Bible history and 
prophecy from the beginning up to the 
ultimate and inevitable conclusion. It 
is fresh, interesting, and Scriptural. 


since. 
kingdom 


The _— People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 16 
Ecumenicity—A Word To Know 
(Eph, 4:1-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE word “ecumenicity” is not new, 
but it has been given a new emphasis 
and has newly been brought to the at- 
tention of Christian people in recent 
years through the all-inclusive ambitions 


to fit. 








We have the new loose- 
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leaf as well as 35 other 


styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New Vork 
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WANTED: A Cook. The young lady who has been 
* with us feels called to the mission field 
and wishes to be relieved in order to complete her pre 
aration for the. field Therefore we need a cook. 7 
interested, write 


Hamppen DuBose ACADEMY Zellwood, Florida 












yourself, Write Dept. § 


1816 CHESTNUT STREET 





for CLARITY 


4AS.S.U. Lesson Helps 


© The great truths of our faith are clearly 
written for teacher and pupil by trained, 
competent specialists. ASSU study i ok) 


s: 
fy | 
“> 

oe 

: 


rials are true to God’s Word, geared 
to the varied needs and reactions of differing age groups. = * 


@ Send for a set of ASSU Quarterlies 
and Sunday School papers today. Ex- 
amine them and judge their merit for 
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PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 








The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 


giving. 


Why not make use of them as God directs? 

























FOUNDED 193 


S.A. Hundreds write 
New Testament. 


and news items. 





Messaye 


JEWS HEARING GOD’S WORD 
through 40 stations in largest cities of coun- 
try reaching potentially 4,000,000 Jews weekly. 
Also world coverage over Station HCJB, Quito, 


Write for Free Copy of Magazine 
MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 

containing list of stations, brief, helpful articles, 

Your prayerful interest is needed. 


lo Snract 


NCORPORATED 1947 










in for Prophecy Edition 















COULSON SHEPHERD 


BOX 682 GENERAL P.O. NEW YORK 1;.N. Y. 














details, write today 





has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 


- Learn more about a remarkable 
Retirement Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
for Booklet SS 303, 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N, Y. 


AMERICAN 
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FOLDING ORGANS 
CARRY IT ANYWHERE 


Wonderful tone, only organ made play- 
ing the same in all climates. $175 com- 
plete. Immediate shipment. Our 21st year. 


ORGAN SHOP Dept. S 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 


WANTED 


Woman to serve as Church Secretary. 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, III. 
Write: 
C. J. BLOCHER 
336 E. Forest Avenue 


PRICES GO UP OCT. 1 


AND how can we help it? 


Paper, labor, everything is up. But during SEPTEM- 
BER you, your friends, your church members can get 
at the old price those wonderful home magazines THe 
CHRISTIAN PARENT, and My Cuum, loved by children 
4to 14. $2.00 a year. After October 1, $2.50. SO 
HURRY! Address: 


MY CHUM 











Wheaton, Illinois 




















Rox 8, Highland, Ill. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


oe When in the metropolitan area on 
or for pl re, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 

















ACCORDIONS 


FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Bible Students, Christian Workers 
and Missionaries at 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 


Write Today for FREE Literature 


CHICAGO ACCORDION CENTER, Inc. 
Dept. ST, 754N. Damen Ave., Chicago 22, Ill 


Moody Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new Missionary Technical 
course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lil. 











at MONTROSE 


— good schooling 
in a Christian Environment 


CO-EDUCATIONAL / 
Ist Grade thru Senior High 
Resident .& Day School 


Write for ‘ol <r 


The Montrose achool 


Oak Lane, Essex Fells 
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of the World Council of Churches, and 
by the resistance of such evangelical 
groups as those represented by the Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches 
who have refused to be represented by 
individuals or included with denomi- 
nations or groups of churches that deny, 
either in part or in whole, the funda- 
mentals of historic Christian faith. 

The word “ecumenicity” comes from 
Greek roots which mean first, “a habi- 
tation,” and in a larger sense, “the whole 
inhabited world.” The word is generally 
defined as: “a quality or state of being, 
world-wide in extent, influence, etc.” 

According to a pamphlet, “Forty Ques- 
tions and Answers on the Ecumenical 
Church,” pubiished in support of the 
World Council of Churches by the 
Women’s Division of Christian Service, 
Board of Missions and Church Extension, 
the Methodist Church, 420 Plum Street, 
Cincinnati 2, the idea of an ecumenical 
church 
recognize the Lord Jesus as their God 
and Saviour,” and includes both Prot- 
estant and Catholic Christianity. It is 
further stated in this pamphlet, how- 
ever, that the Roman Catholic Church 
insists that there is only one Christian 
Church, and she is that church. 

Intelligent and well-informed Chris- 
tians are aware, however, that the phrase 
“Jesus Christ as God and Saviour” is 
frequently interpreted by Liberals in 
such a loose way as to admit into ecu- 
menical fellowship such groups as 
Hicksite (Unitarian) Quakers and the 
Greek Catholic Church, and to include 
plans for fellowship with other faiths 
such as an effort “to discover how the 
spiritual relationship between Jews and 
Christians can be deepened.” 


ye 


That there is such a thing as a true 
ecumenical church, however, is clear 
from the Word of God. The Lord Jesus, 
you will remember, in His great inter- 
cessory prayer in John 17, prayed for 
His disciples, and all that might believe 
on Him through their teaching and 
preaching, “that they all may be one; 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me” (v. 21). Ephesians 1:15-23 and 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 picture all be- 
lievers as the body of Christ, knit to- 
gether and compacted, made up of many 
parts or members, but all one body, of 
which Christ is the head. 

The portion chosen for our Scripture 
reading this week further emphasizes 
the oneness of believers. But there is a 
great difference between the oneness or 
unity set forth in the Word of God and 
the unity by which the World Council 
of Christian Churches seeks to bring all 
so-called Christian faiths under its lead- 
ership and control. : 


“includes all churches’ which - 
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The Bible plainly teaches that the 
Holy Spirit is a person, the third person 
of the Trinity, and that He is God, just 
as the Father is .God and the Son is God, 
The unity of the Spirit, which Paul urges 
believers to keep in this portion of Ephe- 
sians, demands a recognition of the Holy 
Spirit in conformity with the plain teach- 
ing of God’s Word. There can be no 
unity between believers and those indi- 
viduals or groups that hold that the 
Holy Spirit is merely an influence or an 
impulse. 

Believers are urged to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in one hope of their call- 
ing (v. 4). Paul refers to this same 
“hope of his calling” in Ephesians 1:18, 
and he dowbtless has in mind here the 
“blessed hope,” or resurrection glory 
with the Lord Jesus. This hope is the 
privilege of all believers, as a result of 
having been called to a walk of fellow- 
ship with Christ, and service for Christ. 
How can there be any true unity be- 
tween those who have such hope and 
those who do not? 

Believers are to keep the unity of the 
Spirit because they have one Lord (v. 
5). The Word of God presents Him as 
the unique Son of God. It affirms His 
pre-existence, it certifies to His virgin 
birth, to His sinless life, to His vicarious 
atonement on the cross, to His bodily 
resurrection, and to His ascension to the 
Father. Can there be any true unity 
between those who believe these truths 
and those who look upon Christ merely 
as a good man, or a great leader or 
teacher, and who claim that it is not 
necessary to believe in His virgin birth, 
or His bodily resurrection? 


The unity of the Spirit is to be kept 
in one faith (v. 5). The thought here 
is saving faith in Jesus Christ, the one 
and the same way of access to and union 
with the Father. Bible-believing Chris- 
tians hold that “there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
There can be no true unity between 
those who so believe and men who hold 
that salvation may be earned, or who say 
that it is not what one believes that is 
important but rather how he lives. 

ye 

The unity of the Spirit is to be kept 
in one baptism (v. 5). The “one bap- 
tism for the remission of sins” is bap- 
tism into the name of the Son of the 
Father and giver of the Spirit (Acts 2: 
38). Only on this ground can there be 
any real unity in the church. It is not 
a unity of method, but in a Person. 


The unity of the Spirit is to be kept 
in one God, the Father of all (v. 6). 
God is not the Father of all men be- 
cause He is their creator. He is the 
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Father of all who have received Him, 
and have thus become His sons through 
belief on the Lord Jesus Christ (Jchn 
1:12). There can be no unity between 
believers and those who hold that God 
is the Father of all, and that it is un- 
necessary to believe in the deity of His 
Son, and in the vicarious atonement of 
that Son in order to beccme the sons 
of God. 


Finally, as Bible-believing Christians, 
we should see clearly that not only can 
there be no true ecumenicity that in- 
cludes those who deny the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, but that believers 
are warned against such a fellowship. 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
and what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel? And 
what agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God: as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them: and 
I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
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thing; and I will receive you, and will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Cor. 6: 14-18). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


This Year's Rally Day 


ALLY DAY in your Sunday school 

this year need not mean rehearsing 
the entire school for several weeks be- 
forehand and burdening yourself with 
arranging a program. Two excellent pro- 
grams have already been, prepared for 
you by Miss Mary Brainerd Smith and 
are now available in convenient leaflet 
form. One is “Our Great Companion,” 
centered around the thought of the keep- 
ing, guiding power of the Lord Jesus; 
and the other is “God-Given Harvests,” 
emphasizing the bountiful providence of 
yod. 

Each contains responsive Scripture 
readings for the entire school, original 
hymns set to familiar hymn tunes, reci- 
tations for boys and girls in the various 
departments. Copies may be had at 25 
cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, and 
ask for the particular service you desire, 


w 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the Irternational 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 10 to 16 
Mon.—Revelation 14:6, 7. 

Tidings for Every Nation. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The everlasting 
gospel to preach unto , . . every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people.” 
Our Lord predicted His Gospel would 
be preached universally. Many have 
obeyed the Spirit's call to preach the 
Gospel in regions beyond: but there is 
much more to do, and we must “pray 
. the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his har- 
vest” (Matt. 9:38). “Every creature” is 
God's goal, and He shall succeed. What 
part shall we have in this universal pub- 
lication in our time? Pray for all evan- 

gelical missionary agencies. 


Tues.—Isaiah 56:1-5. Mercy to All. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My salvation is 
near.” Our ever-gracious God is ever 
ready to show mercy to penitents. “Who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). God’s 
merey is free to all who drop their sins 
and tears of repentance at the foot of 
Christ's cross. There the righteous, jus- 
tifying grace of God is revealed. Who- 
ever makes Christ's soul their offering 
for sin shall have the benefits of His 
atonement. Pray for more preaching of 
the efficacy of the blood of Christ to put 
away sin, 
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EVERY DAY GREETING TRACTS 
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, ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 

B’ of Sunday School lessons 
; “The whole Bible fur your 
whole Sunday School” 

434 SOUTH WABASH 
CHICAGO 5, HLL, 


5000 workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 


greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
—_——_ Fusmmnilicne 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


Shelton (ollege 


Formerly The National Bible Institute 


offers a liberal arts education free from 
denominational bias and all entangling 
alliances with modernism. 

More and more churches and mission 
boards are demanding college trained 
candidates. Shelton provides high 
college standards on a sound Bible- 
believing basis with strong theological 
and pre-theological departments. Write 
for catalog. 


Shelton College 


Or. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


ROBES 


Choir and Pulpit 





















Add Visual Beauty 
to Spiritual Beauty 


A complete selection of styles end 
materials. In all colors including white. 
Send today for FREE catalogs: C-53 
(choir robes): J-53 (children’s robes) ; 
ij P.53 (pulpit robes). 


COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 


WEW YORK 1, 4. Y CHAMPAIGN, ILL CHICAGO |, ILL 
366 Fitth Ave 1000 N. Marke! St 228 W. LaSalle St 
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A PREPARATORY High School sharing 

the campus associations of a high grade 
Christian College. Member of The Univer- 
sity of the State of New York and of the 
National Association of Christian Schools. 
Strong four-year courses; inspiring teachers; 
wholesome extra-curricular activities; quiet, 
studious environment. For special literature, 
write at once to 


Office of The Principal, Secretary T 
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The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 
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COAST TO COAST 


SATURDAYS..... 11:00 P.M. E.S.T. 





Consult your newspaper for local 
station and time 














Wed.—Matthew 28:16-20. 
Go Make Disciples. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” The Gospel sets forth 
God’s way of pardoning sin, and gives 
the Christian pattern of behavior. Holy 
living is too little stressed. The need to 
observe Christ’s commands was never 
greater than now. Pray for a great 
awakening among Christian workers for 
the business of exhorting Christians to 
show forth the virtues of God who has 
called them out of darkness into light. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 56:6-8. God Receives All. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord God 
which gathereth the outcasts of Israel 

.. will . . . gather others to him, be- 
sides those that are gathered unto him.” 
This promise was partly fulfilled when 
Christ gathered outcasts and made them 
disciples, and sent them forth with the 
Gospel to the Gentiles. A greater ful- 
fillment will be realized in days to come 
God cannot be defeated in His purpose 
to save a people which no man can num- 
ber. Pray for every evangelistic agency 


Fri.—Luke 9:49, 50. 
People Who Do Not Belong. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that is not 
against us is for us.” Let us not try 
to decide who is, or is not a member of 
the body of Christ. As Wesley has said: 
We shall be surprised to find some there 
we did not expect, and some not there 
we believed would be. God sees gold 
in what we would reject, and as dross 
what we think is gold. His thoughts are 
higher than ours as Heaven is above 
earth. Pray for all Christians who are 
hypercritical., 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 1:10-13. 
Beware of Divisions. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That there be 
no divisions among you.” Be careful 


to keep the unity of the body of Christ. 
Those who seek to disunite believers on 
one pretext or another are guilty of sin- 
ning against Christ. Only angels are 
capable of separating tares from wheat 
If we try to put labels on the souls of 
men we might get them mixed. Beware 
of sowing discord among brethren, Pray 
for more Christians who will seek to 
edify the body of Christ 
Sun.—John 17:20-24. One in Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That they 
also may be one in us.” Christ who 
did not include Judas, the betrayer, 
when He prayed that His disciples 
might be “one in us” does not expect 
us to blend unbelievers with believers 
as “one.” Let us not imagine that 
uniformity is Christian union. We can 
be “one” with all believers even if 
we are not all members of one or- 
ganization. Unity in diversity is 
highly probable if the Spirit of God 
is in people. Pray for the needful 
increase of brother-love among Chris- 
tians in your community. 
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